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PM Fanatics to blane (HL)

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
said the refusal by certain quarters to admit that Malaysia is an Islamc

country has spawned groups bent on toppling the Governnent using viol ence.

He said the groups adopted this approach because they wanted to instil
hatred for their political enemes, which was the Governnent, not
realising that it had bred peopl e having no qual ms about using violence to
achi eve their goals.

Dr Mahathir said these groups mght viewtheir "state of denial" as
sonet hing not serious and just a strategy to win support but sone of their
nmenbers really believed that Mal aysia was unlslanic.

This was despite the recognition of the Muslimworld that Ml aysia was a
nmodel |slanic country.

"As a result, these people resort to violence and force to unseat the
Governnent. For them the creation of an Islamc state using denbcratic
means i s not sufficient.

"They want to kill, terrorise and seek the assistance of foreign
fanatics to realise their plans but, inreality, it is this kind of action
that has i npeded the devel opnent of Islamc countries," said Dr Mahathir
in his Merdeka Day nessage in conjunction with the 44th National Day
t onmor r ow.

H s speech was telecast |ive over Radio Tel evi syen Ml aysi a.

Speaking at | ength on the abuse of religion for political gains, the
Prime Mnister said these fanatics were actually traitors to Islamand
Muslinms. He said those led astray formed militant groups ai ned at
overthrowi ng the Government, convincing thensel ves that the people would
rise in support of their cause.

"They al so convi nced thensel ves that they are invincible and possess
supernatural powers. They do not consider their violence as a sin because
they consider those they are fighting against as non-Mislins or practising
unl sl am ¢ ways.

"That's why, to them robbing a bank is not a sin as banks practise
usury. They accepted nany nore deviant teachings to enable themto conmit
ot her crimes."

He said that while those using violence to topple the Governnment faced
the brunt of the laws for their actions, the people responsible for
fanning their anger escaped scot free.

"These people will never admit they are part of the nmovenent. They w ||
continue using the strategy of hatred for political interests."

Dr Mahathir al so warned of the danger that could be caused to the nation
by m sgui ded beliefs, including to innocent parties |like the young Ml ay
generati on.

"They are taught the culture of hatred to the extent that they cannot
concentrate on their studies. The sane is happening to teachers and
| ecturers, nmany of whomare involved in sowi ng hatred agai nst certain
parties instead of inparting know edge.

"What's nore unfortunate is that religious teachers entrusted in in
culcating values in their charges have strayed fromtheir responsibility,
and this has weakened the faith of Muslimstudents,"” he said.

As a result, noral decay set in until there were those prepared to
denounce Islam worship the devil, blasphenme the Quran, conmt rapes and
murders and disown their parents. Wat's nore shocki ng was t hat sone of



those invol ved were students of religious school s.

Dr Mahathir said fortunately the people were now nore aware of attenpts
by those nmani pul ating the religion.

"Until now, the challenge to themto specify the set-up of the Islamc
state that they purportedly want to create has not been net.

"Just saying that it will be based on the Al -Quran and hadith (sayings
of the Prophet) is not acceptable as Islamdoes not teach its followers to
reject unity, labelling others who do not conformto their beliefs as
infidels, spreading |ies and many other practices prohibited by the
religion,” Dr Mahathir said.

Wil e other races continued to progress, the Mal ays seened to regress,
he sai d.

The Prime Mnister said the community believed they woul d al ways be
protected, regardl ess of which Governnment was in power.

"Because of this, the Malays are no longer united in protecting their
ri ghts and equi ppi ng thensel ves with know edge.

"The rift is getting worse and they are not even willing to neet and
di scuss probl ens and dangers facing the comunity."

Dr Mahathir said the denial syndrome was al so evi dent anpbng detractors
of the country's devel oprent.

He said while many including foreigners felt Ml aysia had al ready
attai ned devel oped status, there were those who disputed this, citing the
presence of squatters in the country to back up their argunent.

"Yes, it is true we have poor squatters but we can al so see sone
squatter houses equi pped with Astro and the occupants owni ng cars. Do not
deny the devel opment that we have achieved by pointing to the poverty of
certain groups,"” he said.

He said the fact remained that unlike ot her devel opi ng countries,

Mal aysi ans had the choice - either to work or remained jobless, to stay in
squatter col onies or nove to proper housing and to suffer or not to
suffer.

The country had been i ndependent for 44 years, and the Prinme M nister
felt Mal aysians had the right to be proud of their achi evenents.

"I'n conjunction with our National Day, |let us renew our comrmitnent to
stay united and be together in devel opi ng and def endi ng our country,
regardl ess of whether we are Bum puteras or non-Buni put eras.

“"Mal aysia is our country. Let's defend it so that we will continue to be
i ndependent, free, sovereign, progressive, prosperous and respected by the
worl d comunity," he said.

On the econony, Dr Mahathir said although Ml aysia was affected by the
United States' econom c slowdown, it was not experiencing a recession.

He said due to declining exports to devel oped countries, new markets in
West Asia and Africa were being expl ored.

"Even better, these new markets will accept non-el ectronics products
manuf act ured by | ocal conpanies."”

On tourism Dr Mahathir expressed gratitude that Ml aysia had been
recei ving an increasing nunber of tourists with nore than one mllion
visiting the country nonthly in the first four months of this year.

"Many of themare from Arab countries who stay nuch longer. This is
better conpared to receiving nore tourists but who only stay between three
and four days," he said.

Taki ng a swi pe at countries which once harboured the intention of seeing
the Governnent replaced by people of their choice, Dr Mahathir said they
now real i sed that these people were extreni sts who nmani pul ated t he
religion for their own self-gain.

"Their ties with this extrem st group will not be better than what they
are enjoying noww th the present Government.



"They are disappointed with this reality and efforts to discredit the
Governnent have declined," he said.

Since Mal aysia practises denocracy, Dr Mahathir said, only the people
had the right to deternine their |eaders.

He said denocracy had its flaws as denonstrated by troubles faced by
many countries practising the system

"Countries in the West which practise denocracy know how to control
thensel ves, having only two or three parti es.

"But they encourage countries which have just enbraced denocracy to have
numer ous political parties.

"As a result, no strong and respectabl e Governnent could be forned.

Qobvi ously these countries are deprived of stability, hence no devel opnent
can be carried out."

On international relations, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia could feel proud
as the devel oping worl d | ooked upon it as a nodel. The recognition was
attested by the increasing nunber of enbassies and hi gh conmi ssi ons based
i n Kual a Lunmpur, which now stood at nore than 100.

The Prime M nister said Malaysia maintained close ties with al
countries but its willingness to speak up against any injustice in the
world did not go down well w th sone.
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