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PM New attenpts by foreign nmedia to destroy econony

Hami sah Hami d

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yest erday reveal ed new
attenpts by the foreign nediato destroy the country's econony after they
had failed to make Mal aysi a seek aid fromthe International Mnetary Fund
(IMF) and Worl d Bank.

He said the foreign nedia was furious with the Mal aysi an Gover nnent as
the country had recovered through its own effort despite the attack on the
ringgit and without begging fromthe I M and the Wrl d Bank.

"And there are signs that they are trying again to destroy our econony
through their reports and writings sothat foreign investors would shun
Mal aysia; the tourists will not cone to Mal aysi a; our share nmarket will
tunbl e; our debts will increase; and banks and businesses will in a
critical condition.

"W nmonitor these attenpts and we wi |l devel op our own strategies," he
sai d when delivering his presidential address at the opening of Umo
general assenbly in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday.

He said foreign nedia loathes Mal aysia as all their predictions did not
mat eri ali se such as racismin the country that will prevent its
devel opnent.

Mal aysi a, he said, had instead restored the peace after the 1969 raci al
ri ot and devel oped its econony to be one of the Asian tiger econom es.

"Froman agricul ture econony whi ch depended on rubber and tin, we
succeeded i n beconi ng the 17th | argest nmanufacturing and tradi ng nationin
the world," he said.

Dr Mahathir said foreigners hate Mal aysia, especially its current
| eader shi p, because the Governnent was abl e to defend t he econom ¢ and t he
financial attack they had | aunched, with the country's own approach and
f unds.

"They hated it because after predicting that Mal aysia and its Governnent
will collapse, today, it is clear that the tragedy they predicted did not
becone a reality.

"On the converse, the econony grewrapidly, much faster than the growth
rates of countries which had received their assistance," he said.

He said Malaysia is al so seen by foreigners as not only a bi g- headed
devel opi ng country but also a country | ed by Muslins, which in the
foreigners' eyes, is "aterrorist country".

He said they | oat he t he Mal aysi an Gover nnent for exposing their evil
i ntent when they introduced t he concept of gl obalisation and a borderl ess
wor | d.

"I't was Mal aysi a which first chall enged and rejected this concept ai ned
at domi nating the world with econom ¢ mght, by nmanipul ating the
currencies, and with giant corporations which are bigger and richer than
nost countries in the world.

"I't isonly idiots who always idolise the whites, who will not accept
all this," he said, to the thunderous appl ause fromthe packed hall.

He rem nded the Mal ays about attenpts to recol onise the country by
bringi ng down the current CGovernnent under the disguise of a fairer and
nor e denocrati c governnent so that rogue currency traders are freeto
deval ue currenci es and destroy the econony which will result inriots and
mllions of job |osses.

He sai d these forei gners, who are condemi ng the Governnent for
practising crony capitalism seemto be synpathetic towards a certain



group in the country which is fighting for so-called reforns and j usti ce.

Dr Mahat hir al so questioned foreigners' notive in being very synpathetic
with the Qpposition party, which seenms to be struggling to build an
I slam c nation, while the fact is Muslins everywhere are bei ng suppressed.

He said Islamto these foreigners is synonynous with terrorismand it is
not possible that they will want a government which they | abel as
terrorists.

"They only wi sh to toppl e the Mal aysi an Governnent, the National Front
Government, a government that is prepared to criticise themwhen they
resort to violence, a governnment that rejected their advice to hand over
t he econom ¢ managenent of the country to their agents, the | MF and t he
Worl d Bank," he said.

The Umo president al so spoke at | ength on the current Mal ay generati on
who are conpl acent and too confident that any Ml aysi an Government wl |
hel p themand saf eguard their Bum putera rights.

He said the Mal ays now have forgotten their history and taken for
granted the Umo's efforts to free themfromthe colonialists and restore
their Bumi putera rights.

He | anented the Mal ays do not work hard which make thembeing | eft out
inthe economc field and know edge acqui sition.

Dr Mahat hir rem nded the Mal ays to start thinking of the possibility
that they nmay not be protected and need to be i ndependent.

He said the Mal ays, who do not rely on their special rights are hard-
wor ki ng, patient and do not wish to get rich quickly, will becone
Mal aysi ans who are resilient and successful.

When gl obal i sati on becones a reality and the walls of nation are
dismant| ed by foreigners, he said all policies that protect the special
rights of the Mal ays as "the sons of the soil" will be chall enged.

"The Mal ays wi Il no | onger be able to hide behind their special rights,
behi nd t he New Economi ¢ Policy, behind their borders,"” he noted.
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