25/ 08/ 2001

PMjoins King for tahlil cerenony

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdu

Azi z Shah was today joined by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir
Mohamad for a special tahlil and do'a selamat cerenpbny in conjunction with

the country's 44th Nati onal Day next Friday.

The tahlil was held after the Friday prayers.

Prayers were |l ed by Ustaz Pirdaus Ismail, while the | nmam Besar of the
Nati onal Mosque A. Jalil Daeng Perangreng delivered the sernon (khutbah).

The khut bah focused on the responsibilities of Ml aysian Miuslins in
def endi ng the i ndependence of the country.

Jalil asked the congregation to consider how i ndependence was a maj or
bl essi ng from God whi ch the Ml aysi an Muslins should be thankful for.

Soci al probl ems such as the Bl ack Metal phenonmenon and the noral decay
anong the country's Muslimyouth were sone of the chall enges which the
ummah nust overcone in their struggle to naintain an i ndependence of
t hi nki ng anong Muslins, he said.

Addressing the country's Mislimyouths, sone of whomwere reported to be
i nvol ved in these undesirable activities, Jalil said:

"Because they are too i ndependent, they seemto have forgotten the
meani ng of sacrifice, responsibility and character."

Jalil said that to overconethese problens, Mislins in Mlaysia nust
unite and return to the basic concept of Islam which espoused harnmony and
peace.

The usual Friday congregation of the nbsque packed the nmain prayer hal
and adj oi ni ng ar eas.

Many | ater stayed back after prayers to join the tahlil and doa sel amat
cer enoni es.

Some al so took the opportunity to exchange greetings with the Yang di -
Pert uan Agong.

Several Mnisters were present. Information Mnister Tan Sri Khali
Yaakob, Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister Datuk Abdul Kadir Sheikh
Fadzir, and Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Abdul Ham d
Zai nal Abidin, were anong them
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