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PM Uganda of fers vast investnent potentia

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI AN goods are wel | accepted i n Uganda, a country that also offers
vast potential for Ml aysi an busi nessnmen to i nvest, Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad sai d.

He sai d Uganda has the potential to be devel oped further, especially in
the infrastructural and tourismsectors.

For i nstance, Dr Mahat hir said, Uganda's infrastructural facilities are
rel atively weak because, for a country which has a popul ation simlar to
Mal aysia at 22 m|lion, the power generation capacity is only about 300
Megawatts (MA conpared to Mal aysi a's capacity of nore than 10, 000MN

"The roads i n Uganda, though nmuch better than they used to be, are not
very confortable," he told newsnen after returning fromUganda i n Subang
yesterday. Dr Mahathir attended the G obal 2001 Smart Partnership
International D al ogue i n Kanpal a on August 18.

He said there is a great potential for tourismin Uganda such as Lake
Victoria which has yet to be exploited

"Lake Victoria is huge, but fromthe plane, |I did not see a single boat,
not even a fishing or a leisure boat. It seens they do not (nake good use
of) the I ake and | believe Mal aysi an entrepreneurs can buil d good resorts
there," he said.

Furthernmore, Dr Mahathir said the state capital of Kanpala, has a cool
climate, being |l ocated at 4,000 ft above sea |l evel. This is al so good
potential which can be devel oped further.

Wiile its previous |leaders like Idi Arin and MIton Cbote does not seem
keen to focus on devel opnent, Dr Mahathir said the current President
Yoweri Kaguta Miuseveni has interest to devel op the country.

"Uganda under the previous | eaders are nore involved in a political
tussle for quite some tine but the current president stresses on the
i nportance of devel oping the country,"” he said.

In addition, he said bilateral relations between the Ml aysi an and
Ugandan governments i s good, which all ows Mal aysi an busi nessnmen t he
opportunity to invest as well as engage in direct trading with the African
country.

"They cl ai med that, on attaining i ndependence, their per capita incone
was simlar to Malaysia's at US$300 (US$1 = RVMB. 80) but it renmined static
until now while Mal aysia's per capita incone has risen to US$5, 000. They
said they are i npressed with Mal aysia and wish to |l earn fromus," he said.

He al so sai d Mal aysi an goods are well received by the Ugandan peopl e,
especially with the setting up of a Mal aysi an busi ness centre, which he
officiated at during his recent visit to Uganda.

For exanpl e, he said, al nbst all of the fluorescent | anps avail able
there are inported from Mal aysi a.

"I'f we push our products, we can export a |l ot to Uganda and al so buy
their goods such as tea, coffee and cotton. These are al so good for
Mal aysi an i nvestnents,"” he said. Prior to Uganda, he was on a three-day
visit to Yenen.

Dr Mahat hir was al so asked on t he Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts Conmi ssi on' s
(Suhakam) inquiry report on the Kesas hi ghway-Jal an Kebun ill ega
gat hering | ast year whi ch he consi dered as bei ng i nfl uenced by Wstern
t hi nki ng.

"They (Suhakamnenmbers) are not thinking in the i nterest of Ml aysi a.
Suhakam shoul d have gi ven sonme wei ght to the evi dence given duringits



inquiry by the police who were working under pressure to deal with the
illegal assenmbly on Novenber 5 | ast year.

"That is their (Suhakam s) view and they only view fromone angl e and
only ook at police brutality. At times, the police have to resort to
force because the denobnstrators too use force,"” he said.

Dr Mahat hir was comenting on the report rel eased by Suhakam
Conmi ssi oner Tan Sri Anuar Zai nal Abi din on Monday whi ch bl amed t he police
for human rights violations during crowd di spersal and treat ment of people
arrested for taking part in the illegal assenbly.

The Suhakaminquiry, by a three-menber panel headed by Anuar, heard
testinonies from46 w tnesses over a 20-day hearing begi nni ng Novenber 29
| ast year. Seven expert w tnesses, including four doctors who treated
those injured in the incident, were anong those who gave evi dence.

Pol i ce detai ned 125 people in the inci dent and anmong t he weapons sei zed
wer e parangs and wooden bats.
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