05/ 09/ 2001
PM Aimfor the gold

Vi j esh Rai

PRI ME M NI STER Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yesterday told the 558
national athletes for the Sea Ganes to think of w nning and stop
conpl ai ni ng.

VWiile Dr Mahathir is confident that with hone ground advantage, Ml aysia
will do well, he expects the national athletes to be focussed on their
events and not |et anything distract them

Sayi ng anything other than winning was irrelevant at this time, Dr
Mahat hir hoped the athl etes understand the responsibility they shoul der in
the KL Games which start on Saturday.

"Now is not the tine to conplain that the food is not delicious or that
you have to get up early. This is not the tine to be sensitive.

"What is inportant nowis to win and everything else is irrevelant,"
said Dr Mahathir told the contingent before handing the "Jalur Gemlang"
to Chef-de-M ssion Datuk Mazl an Ahrmad in Putraj aya yesterday.

Present were O ynpic Council of Malaysia (OCM president Tunku | nran
Tuanku Ja' afar and Sports M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein
Athletes and officials fromsports that will be contested in the Klang
Val | ey were al so present.

Dr Mahathir al so asked the athletes not give in to disappointnents or to
gi ve up.

"If you do, then it will affect your performances and this nmustn't
happen. Forget anything wong that the coaches, officials or Governnent
m ght have done. Don't let this affect your concentration.”

As he spoke, there was pin drop silence - an indication perhaps of the
contingent's concentration on the Prime Mnister's call for w nning.

Dr Mahathir said the aimis for Malaysia to be fanobus in certain events
and he is confident that there are sports where Ml aysi ans can excel in.

"I know that there are certain sports where we face physical limtations
but, even if we cannot be chanpions, we must try not to be left too far
behind. Wth determ nation, we can do it."

That, however, will depend on the athletes.

"While | amconfident that as hosts, our chances are better as the
public will be with you. Even then, it is the conduct of the athletes that
is also very inportant.

"I hope the athletes understand the responsibility they bear as they
wi Il be representing Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said national athletes had proven in the 1998 Kual a Lunpur
Comonweal th Games and the 1999 Brunei Sea Ganes that they coul d deliver
good results and this is what he wants this tinme around.

Mal aysia won 10 gold in the Commpbnweal th Ganmes and 57 in Brunei, the
best ever achi evenent abroad.

For the Sea Ganes, Ml aysia have targetted 80 gold nedals which, if
achi eved, will surpass the previous best of 67 which was the haul fromthe
1989 Kual a Lunpur Ganes.

"I amconfident that we can in the spirit of "Ml aysia Bol en" but the
at hl etes nust renenber that they are Ml aysi an at hl etes and be responsi bl e
for that."

The nessage couldn't be any clearer and the | ong queue to shake hands
with the Prine Mnister after the cerenony was indication that the nessage
had sunk horme.

Now we await the results.
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