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PM A UNI TED " BANGSA MALAYSI A" NATION H GH ON GOVT' S PRIORI TY

KUALA LUVMPUR, April 3 (Bernama) -- Forging a united nation consisting
of a progressive and dynani c "Bangsa Ml aysia" living in harnony remains
hi gh on the governnent's priority list, said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

He al so envi si oned "Bangsa Ml aysia” to be inmbued with strong noral and
et hi cal val ues.

Diligence, discipline, credibility, pride in one's work and
achi evenents as well as the relentless pursuit towards continuous self
i mprovenent woul d be inportant values and attitudes for Ml aysians to
devel op, he said in his foreword contained in the Third Qutline Perspective
Pl an (OPP3) tabled at the Dewan Rakyat today.

"It is also inmportant for Ml aysian society to show political maturity
by avoi ding extrem smor parochialism W nust never cease to renenber that
the vital ingredient for sustainable growth is a harnoni ous society," he
added.

Dr Mahathir was confident that with unity and the comrtnent of all
Mal aysi a woul d be able to achieve its |long vision of becom ng a devel oped
nati on where everyone could enjoy high inconme and good quality of life.

A key thrust was pronoting an equitable society by raising the incone
and quality of life of those in the | owincome groups and reduci ng econom ¢
disparity anong ethnic groups as well as between | ocations.

Dr Mahat hir pointed out despite pursuing the strategies for the
restructuring society in the past 30 years, Ml aysia has still sonme way to
go in achieving effective bum putera participation and creating self-
reliant and sustai nabl e bum putera entrepreneurs.

"The governnent can only go so far in setting the necessary conditions
and enabling environment for the restructuring of society to take pl ace.

"In the final analysis, it is the bum putera conmunity that will have
tointensify efforts for the realisation and acconpi shmrent of these
targets," he stressed

In faci ng chal | enges ahead, Dr Mahat hir said bum puteras nust change
their m ndset and even the val ue system

At the sane tine, bum puteras should enhance their skills and
entrepreneurial capabilities to participate in the know edge-based econony
and take advantage of the opportunities created within and outside the
country.

The prime mnister said OPP3's policies and strategies would bring the
nation closer to the fulfilment of the Vision 2020 aspirations only if
there was the total commtnent of all Malaysians to translate theminto
ef fective actons.

As for the governnent, he said it would be steadfast in ensuring that
the goals set for the nation were carried out with a sense of urgency,
sensitivity and i magi nati on whil e avoi ding i nconsistencies in the
interpretation of policies and progranme i npl ementation at the sane tine.

During the OPP3 period, he said growmh objectives would continue be
bal anced with environnental consideration to safeguard growth and
prosperity for the present and future generations.

On the devel opnent of quality human resources, the prine ninister said
this woul d be pursued vigorously to provide a productive workforce and
build a |l earni ng and know edge-rich society.

The governnment woul d al so seek to reduce the perfornmance gap between



the rural and urban areas as well as anobng the di sadvantaged groups through
i ncreased accessibility to quality education.

Dr Mahathir said the preparati on of OPP3 had benefited fromthe
deli berations of the Second National Econom ¢ Consultative Council (MAPEN
).

"Although it is not possible for the governnent to accept in toto the
reconmendati ons of MAPEN ||, the nunerous ideas proposed and thoughts
expressed by the nmenbers have been taken into account in the fornul ation of
OPP3," he added. - - BERNAVA
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