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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
called on Muslinms to resolve to return to the true teachings of Islam by
strengthening their relationships with fellow Mislins.

He said Muslins should do this when going to nosques; greeting each
ot her; forgiving one another; and visiting relatives and friends both near
and far.

Dr Mahathir added that they should al so discuss Islamc teachings with
one anot her so that they could live together as Muslins who did not only
pl ace i nportance on fardhu ain (conpul sory practices for individuals) but
al so contribute to the community through fardhu kifayah (obligations to
the community).

"After Hari Raya, we Muslins nmust change our culture to truly reflect
Muslimculture, that is by reducing enphasis on the formof |slam but
focus on the content of Islamc teachings that places inportance on
efforts to inprove our lives inthis world and the next," Dr Mahathir said
in his Hari Raya nessage aired over RTM TV3 and Astro tonight.

He said this nmeant that Muslinms nmust strive to acquire all know edge
that could strengthen and increase their resilience. "Let no one obstruct
our children fromacquiring the know edge that can free us from dependi ng
on others, on our enenm es for our needs," he said.

He said Muslins in Malaysia, in other Islam c countries and also in non-
I slami c countries nmust acquire know edge and skills in order to conpete
successfully with non-Mislins.

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms nmust becone nore determined, even nore than
non- Musl i ns who are devel oped, to nove at the sanme pace as them

"Surely if we do not keep pace with them the gap will grow bigger over
time. Renenber today how easily we are pressured, subjugated and pl ayed
out by them If we in future are left far behind, our fate will be worse
than now, " he said.

The Prime Mnister said Muslins nust defend the honour of Islamand
Musl i s,

"We can pray and ask God to save us, but we know that God does not tel
us to ask for things w thout striving for themourselves."

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms were al so saddened by the death of Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, the 11th Yang di - Pertuan Agong, who was cl ose
to the people.

On behal f of the Governnent and peopl e of Ml aysia, he extended
condol ences to the Sultan of Selangor, Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah, the
Sel angor royal house and the former Pernmaisuri Agong.

"The Governnent and peopl e are happy on the appoi nt nent of Tuanku Syed
Siraj uddi n Tuanku Syed Putra Janmalullail as the 12th Yang di - Pertuan
Agong, " Dr Mahat hir sai d.

He said Mal aysia was a country of various races, religions, cultures and
| anguages. And al t hough Mal ays, as the majority race, could west all
power for thenselves, as Muslins, they were not greedy.

"W are not only willing to share power with the other races but al so
wi sh to show that Muslins are generous and fair, do not oppress mnorities
and do not wish to be enenies with anyone," Dr Mahathir said.

He said as such, visits by non-Mislins to Mal ay hones shoul d be
sincerely wel comed and Muslinms woul d not | ose out by being on good terns
with non-Muslinms. This would ensure harnoni ous relations in the country.



Dr Mahathir said Hari Raya provi ded an opportunity to Muslins to show the
goodness of Islamto all, and to dispel allegations of certain quarters
that taint Islamand Mislins.

"W can show what Islamreally is and the character of Mislins through
the true teachings of Islam™ he said.

The Prime Mnister also called on the people to renenber those who
contributed to their safety by ensuring peace and security.

"Qur security personnel are dedicated and efficient, acting
professionally and are aware of their responsibilities.

"To the security forces and other Government officers and staff, the
Gover nnent and peopl e say thank you very nuch.™

"To them Muslins in Ml aysia and Ml aysi an Muslins wherever they may
be, I as Prime Mnister and a Muslim and ny fam |y w sh you Sel amat Hari
Raya Aidilfitri," Dr Mahathir said.
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