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Abdul Razak Ahmad; Saj ahan Waheed

SHAH ALAM Sun. - Ml aysians nust rekindle their patriotic spirit to guard
agai nst harnful foreign values, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir said
t oday.

"The time has conme for us to re-inculcate the spirit of patriotism
because we are facing a new challenge in this newmllennium" he said at
the New M Il ennium Patrioti smgathering at the Mal awati Stadi um here.

Qutlining the chall enge facing the country, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia
woul d be destroyed if the people were overtaken by negative foreign
val ues.

He added that these val ues call ed upon Mal aysi ans to consi der thensel ves
citizens of the world instead of the country.

"This concept of a world w thout borders nmeans that countries |ike
Mal aysia will no | onger exist," he said.

The Prinme M nister added that Ml aysia could end up becom ng a nere
dom ni on of the borderless world, bereft of independence.

The gat hering was organi sed by the Ml aysian Youth Council with the co-
operation of the Youth and Sports Mnistry.

Some 15, 000 students fromschools and institutions of higher |earning
nati onwi de attended the event.

Negative foreign values, said Dr Mahathir, were flooding the country
t hrough foreign nmedia, entertai nment and the Web.

The Prime Mnister said it was inpossible to stop the spread of these
val ues, adding that a redefined patriotic spirit was our only protection.
He said if nothing was done to rekindle patriotism the country woul d

|l ose its national identity.

He said in such a situation, students would no |l onger be inculcated with
the national spirit, but introduced to concepts |like the borderless worl d.

"W will no longer feel ashaned to turn our backs on our country and
race, because our country does not adequately accept val ues espoused by
gl obal i sation. ™

The Prime M nister said, at present, some Ml aysi ans had al ready adopted
t hese val ues.

"There are those anong us who al ready accept that they are citizens of
the world and feel they are no | onger citizens of this country.”

The Prime Mnister cited the four basic tenets of this "new' patriotism
whi ch he described as "patriotismin the new mllenniunt.

They are a resilient and permanent |ove of Ml aysia, the spirit of
toget herness, pride in being a Mal aysian and the spirit of loyalty to the
country.

Dr Mahat hir urged the younger generation to enulate the "new m || enni um
Mal aysi ans and their record-breaking attenpts such as scaling the Everest,
circumavi gating the gl obe or parachuting to the North Pol e".

Dr Mahathir said if the erosion of the patriotic spirit continued
unabat ed anong t he younger generation, they would end up becom ng adults
who did not |Iove their country.

"I't would be very easy for outsiders to cone in and persuade this
generation to work in league with themto erode our freedom and
i ndependence. "

Dr Mahathir said the peopl e nmust devel op their own nechani snms to protect
t hensel ves agai nst such val ues.

"This is your responsibility, so let us re-inculcate the spirit of



patriotismto devel op and defend the dignity and i ndependence of our
country,” said Dr Mahathir.

The New M Il ennium Patriotismconcept will be inplenented by the
Mal aysi an Yout h Council and other organi sations through several neans. For
exanpl e, the MYC and the Youth Academy wi Il conduct specific progranmes,
sem nars and cour ses.

The concept will also be inplenented i n governnent programmes such as
t he Rakan Muda.

The third strategy is to inculcate the spirit of patriotismby airing
patriotic songs on television and radi o. The text of Dr Mahathir's speech
will also be distributed nati onwi de by the MYC as the nation's New
M|l enniumPatrioti smMessage.

Al so present today were Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Tun
Hussei n, Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Dr Mohd Khir Toyo and MYC presi dent
Sai f uddi n Abdul | ah.
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