14/ 05/ 2001
PM Religious tolerance vital

Nel son Fer nandez

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said today the
feeling of restlessness anong foll owers of different faiths nmust not be
all onwed to grow and should be resolved at an early stage in a peaceful and
fair manner.

The Prime Mnister said religious tol erance anong the various races was
vital in preserving the country's peace and harnony.

The worl d, he said, had seen how religious intolerance could cause
i nfighting and chaos anpong foll owers of different faiths or denoninations.

Citing Northern Ireland and certain Asian countries as exanples, he said
a foll ower who did not show respect to the beliefs of another could
provoke a tense situation

"There will be di sharnony and no peace, which in turn can lead to
endl ess violence and riots," he said at a Wsak Day open house organi sed
by t he Mal aysi an Buddhi st Co-ordinating Conmittee at the Cvic Centre
her e.

Al so present were his wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali
comm ttee chai rman Rev Chek Huang and reli gi ous | eaders.

Dr Mahathir sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d be grateful that they could | ead
har noni ous and peaceful |ives despite living ina nulti-religious society.

Unli ke some ot her countries, he said, there was freedomto practise
one's own religion in this country.

"W see places of worship of different religions everywhere in this
country. It will be very difficult to quell tense situations once there is
di strust and di srespect anbng one another as a result of religious
i ntol erance. ™

He said there are times, however, where certain actions can cause
followers to be upset or angry. Wen this happens, there nust be a
concerted effort by all parties involved to resolve the differences
am cabl y.

"Do not conpound the problemby resorting to unjust and inconsiderate
measures; find a peaceful and fair way to settle the matter.

"In this way our country will continue to be peaceful and progressive."

Dr Mahathir urged the people to visit each other during festivals or
cel ebrations.
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