01/ 02/ 2001

PM hol ds tal ks with Bahrain counterpart

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
call ed on his Bahraini counterpart Shai kh Khalifa bin Sal man Al -Khalifa at
the Pal ace of CGol den Horses hotel in Seri Kenbangan here.

Dr Mahathir spent 45 mnutes with Shai kh Khalifa discussing bilatera
and econom c ties between both countries.

Shai kh Khalifa is on a three-day visit to Ml aysia acconpani ed by a 55-
menber del egati on.

Briefing reporters later Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar
sai d Shai kh Khalifa thanked Dr Mahathir and described his visit as "npst
successful despite being a brief one".

Syed Ham d said the Bahraini prime mnister also expressed wi sh for nore
effective relations with Malaysia, particularly in economc ties.

Shai kh Khalifa also invited Mahathir to visit Bahrain | ater, according
to Syed Ham d. He said Shai kh Khalifa was i npressed with Ml aysia's
progress and commended the country's econom ¢ advancenent and politica
stability.

Mal aysi a' s good pl anni ng was sonet hi ng that Bahrain could enul ate, the
Bahr ai ni said during the neeting, according to Syed Hani d

During their talks Dr Mahathir asked Bahrain to consider a proposal for
the establishnment of an Islamic financial services board based in Kual a
Lunpur and expressed hope that Bahrain would invest nore in Ml aysia, said
Syed Hami d

Shai kh Khalifa | ooked forward to having followup visits by Ml aysian
officials and ministers to determnine areas of bilateral cooperation, the
foreign mnister said.

According to Syed Hanmid, Dr Mahathir accepted Shai kh Khalifa's
invitation to Bahrain for which the date woul d be decided | ater.

Meanwhi | e, the Bahraini Foreign M nister Shai kh Mohammed Mubarak Al -
Khalifa said his prime ninister and del egati on had very successful and
fruitful discussions during the visit.

He said both countries had agreed to establish a joint comrssion to
enhance bilateral relation, particularly econom c cooperation

He said the signing of a menorandum of understandi ng coul d assi st
Bahrain in devel oping its new port and Port Sal man.
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