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PM W could not have done it w thout support

Farush Khan

|PCH, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad toni ght said
the Governnent was indebted to the people at all levels, saying that

wi thout their effort and co-operation, the country would not be what it is
t oday.

He sai d peopl e such as government officers, businessnen and the ordinary
peopl e ali ke had made efforts to contribute towards the country's
devel opnent.

"Wthout their efforts, it will be inpossible for the Governnent to
obtain sufficient revenue (to i nplenent projects)," he said at a dinner
with the people at the State Secretariat tonight.

About 1,000 people fromall wal ks of |ife attended the dinner. Also
present was Perak Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali

The Prinme M nister said the devel opnent of the country had been very
rapid so that even foreigners considered Ml aysia a devel oped nati on.

He cited the 850km hi ghway from Johor Baru to Bukit Kayu Hitam the dua
carriageway to Padang Besar, the Kuala Lunmpur International Airport and
ot her major projects as sone of the successes of the country.

Port Klang, he said, was now the 11th biggest port in the world.

"Al'l these we can do provided the people continue to realise their
responsibilities towards the country."

Dr Mahathir said that everyone would gain fromall the projects in
vari ous ways.

He said those who got |ess should not be envious of those who got nore
because those who get nore pay nore taxes.

He added that if people understood their responsibilities, they would
not waste their tinme organi sing unnecessary activities such as riots or
denonstrations to express their dissatisfaction.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysia was a denocratic country wher eby
di ssatisfaction could be expressed t hrough proper channels.

"They nust al so renmenber that in a denocratic country, the voice of the
maj ority nmust be respected," he said.

On racial harnmony, Dr Mahathir said the clashes (in Kanpung Medan whi ch
had resulted in six deaths and scores injured), did not influence others
to have racial feelings with each ot her

He sai d what had happened was considered a "crinme" and not a racial
probl em

Meanwhi | e, Bernama reports fromParit Buntar, that Dr Mahathir had a
meeting with Parit Buntar and Bagan Serai Umo division nmenbers at Dewan
Mer deka earlier today.

The Umo president explained current party issues at the cl osed-door
nmeeti ng which | asted about two hours.

He was acconpani ed by Tajol Rosli, who is State Umo |iaison chief, Umo
secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and Deputy Home M ni ster Datuk
Zai nal Abidin Zn.

Present were Parit Buntar Umo division head Abdul Rahman Sul ai man and
Bagan Serai Umo division head Datuk Qamarul zaman | smail .

The Umo president was escorted by about 400 Unmo Youth nmenbers on notor
bi kes to the neeting hall

After the neeting, he presented a contribution to Suhaya Abdul Rahman,
35, widow of fornmer Parit Buntar Umo division secretary Yusoff Ahnd, who
died of a heart attack on March 17



Dr Mahathir perforned Friday prayers at the Parit Buntar district nosque
before departing for Parit in a helicopter.

In Parit, Dr Mahathir held a 90-m nute cl osed-door neeting w th about
2,000 nmembers of Umo branches in the Parit and Beruas divisions at the
Parit district council hall.

Party menbers turned up in full force to greet the Prime Mnister
despite the heavy rain.

After the nmeeting, Dr Mahathir had tea with the people before going to
I poh to attend a di nner.

Inline with the people-friendly concept pronmoted by the government, Dr
Mahat hir dined with village heads, penghulus and State Bari san Nasi onal
(BN) conponent party | eaders.

Some 700 guests, including representatives from non-governnent al
organi sati ons, attended the dinner.
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