05/ 03/ 2001

PM Those | oyal won't support news portal

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
sai d peopl e who | oved Mal aysi a woul d not support Internet news portal
Mal aysi aki ni .

Commenting on reports that Ml aysi akini.comreceived a substantial sum
fromcurrency specul ator George Soros, he said: "W have known that for a
long tine."

"Peopl e who | ove Mal aysia will not support Ml aysi akini. They
(Mal aysi akini) say they are also "orang Mal aysia', but what kind of "orang
Mal aysia' are they (orang Mal aysia apa ini)," he asked.

He said previously these people would be terned traitors, but now even
traitors are held in high regard. On Friday, Ml aysiakini forner news
editor Chong Yen Long said the portal's chief executive officer Prenesh
Chandran had, during a conpany neeting on Feb 17, reveal ed t hat
Mal aysi aki ni recei ved RML88, 000 fromthe Media Devel opment Loan Fund
believed to be funded by, anong others, Soros.
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