04/ 11/ 2001
PM Expedite CFs to buyers

Cheah Chor Soo

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
expressed sadness that Putrajaya - the new Federal adnministrative capita

- is still under-popul ated despite the availability of thousands of new y-
built houses.

He said the delay in the issuance of certificate of fitness for
occupation has prevented many civil servants fromnoving into the hones
t hey had bought there.

"I feel lonely as it seens that | amall alone here... | amthe second
| ongest staying resident of Putrajaya (after fornmer Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli).

"I was told by the Election Commission that there are only 28 registered
voters in Putrajaya.

"According to commi ssion's chairman Datuk Abdul Rashid Abdul Rahman
this will sinply mean there will be less conplaints fromthe el ectorate.

"I hope nore civil servants will flock to this place and not only during
gat herings such as famly days. W shoul d appreciate the fact that there
are not many countries which have an administrative city |ike ours.™

Dr Mahathir was addressing staff of the Prine Mnister's Departnent
after opening its famly day at Taman Wetl and

Al so present were Dr Mahathir's wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali,
Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Sansudin Osman, Mnister in the
PM s Departnment Datuk Abdul Hami d Zai nal Abidin and Deputy Mnister in the
PM s Departnent Tengku Dat uk Adnan Tengku Mansor.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said he came to know of the
reason why civil servants were not noving into their new hones when he
enqui red about the "reluctance" of one of his bodyguards to live in

Putraj aya.
"He told me that he had purchased his house sone tinme ago but has yet to
receive his CF. As such, | assune that there are nany ot her hones which

have yet to receive their CFs.

"If the houses are ready, it would only be appropriate that the rel evant
authorities expedite the i ssuance of CFs to their buyers.”

Asked if he was suggesting that the Mnistry of Housing and Local
Governnent should ook into the matter, Dr Mahat hir said:

"I am asking this because thousands of houses have been sold in
Putrajaya. It will take tinme to inspect each and every house. This is
unli ke high-rise buildings where a random sanple is deenmed as sufficient."

The first phase of the Putrajaya affordable houses, which have a size of
700 sq ft per unit and sold at RM49, 000 each, is located in Precinct Nine
and conprises 1,204 units. The project was expected to be conpl eted soon

A total of 10,000 affordable houses will be built in Putrajaya in phases
until 2010.

Currently, civil servants enjoy a 25 per cent discount for properties
bought in and around Putrajaya. These include bungal ows, sem -detached
units, townvillas, terrace houses and condomi ni uns which are built by
Putraj aya Hol di ngs or any ot her devel oper appointed by it.

Priority to own these units is given to civil servants who are already
working in Putrajaya, those who are about to nove there and t hose working
i n the surroundi ng areas.

The buyers have to abi de by several conditions should they be
successf ul



These include a 20-year noratoriumon the houses and the transfer of
ownership only to spouses or children.

To date, 14 ministries and Federal departnents have shifted to
Putraj aya, which covers an area of 4,931 hectares, while 20 others in
Kual a Lunpur will make the nmove | ater.

The Foreign Affairs Mnistry is the latest ministry to shift to
Putraj aya, which was declared a Federal Territory on Feb 1 this year.
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