20/ 11/ 2001
PM Prosperity due to noderate attitude

Mani sah | smai |

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Mal aysia is a peaceful and prosperous country due to
the noderate attitude of the people, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d t oday

He said the situation in the country and the hospitality of its people
had i npressed foreign | eaders and visitors.

"Foreign | eaders and visitors are awed by the peace and prosperity in
Mal aysi a because other Islamc countries are not as peaceful, let alone
devel op rapidly," he said.

He was speaking at the presentation of donations to the poor and the
breaki ng of fast at the Saidina Gsman Al Affan Mosque at Bandar Tun Razak
i n Cheras today.

The progranme was organi sed by the Federal Territory Umo |iaison
comittee.

Present were the Prine Mnister's wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mhd
Ali, Federal Territory Umo |iaison comittee chairman Senator Datuk
Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor and its Wanita chi ef Datuk Shahrizat Abdu
Jalil.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysia was known for its noderate approach in
line with the teachings of |slam

"If Muslins hold strongly to their religious belief, Malaysia wll
remai n peaceful and prosperous.”

Dr Mahathir said there nust be unity anong the country's nultiracia
soci ety which could be fostered by getting theminvolved in religious
activities.

He said there were religious programmes which could be attended by
followers of other religions |like the breaking of fast.

"Indeed it is part of the religious obligations for Mislinms, but other
peopl e too can join and eat together though they are not fasting. This can
hel p create cl oser relations anong the country's nultiracial society and
the country will continue to be peaceful and stable.”

The Prime M nister noted that restaurants and hotel s nmade preparation
for the breaking of fast for their Mislimpatrons which was even attended
by the non-Mislins.

"What is interesting is that the non-Mislins do not take their food
until it is time for the breaking of fast. This shows the respect anong
t he peopl e of various religious backgrounds, and because of this, there is
no racial rift," he said.

"After 44 years of independence, Islamis still the official religion,
yet the country's policies do not deprive the right to freedomof religion
for the people," he added.

Li kewi se, he said when the Governnment announced that Ml aysia is an
Islamc state, it did not have any adverse affect on non-Mislins.

He al so advised Muslins to be considerate to the problens faced by
others who are | ess fortunate.
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