12 JUL 2001
Pol i ce- DTC
POLI CE HAVE NOT WRAPPED UP DTC FI RE PROBE, SAYS KL CPO

KUALA LUMPUR, July 12 (Bernama) -- Police have not conpleted
i nvestigations into the cause of the fire that destroyed t he Dewan Tunku
Cansel or in Universiti Mlaya last nonth, incurring RML2Z million in
esti mat ed danage.

Kual a Lunpur Chief Police Oficer Datuk Meor Chek Hussein Mahayuddi n
said the investigations by a special teamwas al nost 50 per cent conplete.

The teamstill needed time to conduct a thorough probe before preparing
a conplete report on the incident, he told reporters when comenting on a
news report today that a short-circuit had been cited as the probabl e cause
for the bl aze

Prelimnary report had concluded that overl oadi ng was al so anot her
possi bl e cause of the fire.

Oficials said the 33-page report submitted to Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad at yesterday's Cabi net neeting had al so stated
that initial findings showed that nmintenance was another area it had
| ooked i nto.

In the 3.45amincident on June 29, nore than 1,800 graduate gowns and
2,000 nortar boards were destroyed.

The hall, which was opened by first Prinme Mnister Tunku Abdul Rahman
on June 25, 1966, had seen over 80,000 graduates receiving their scrolls.

Meor Chek Hussein said the police had not receive a copy of the
prelimnary report fromany agency although it was reported that the Fire
and Rescue Departnent had submitted its initial report to Housing and Loca
Governnent M nister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting | ast week.

"Al though the police is the authority in the fire probe, we cannot
i ssue statenments nerely based on the findings of the Fire and Rescue
Departnent as it involved technical aspects as to howthe fire could have
started,"” he said.

He al so said no arrests had been nade al t hough 33 peopl e, including
Uni versiti Ml aya students, staffers, security guards and outsiders
loitering at the scene of the fire had been questi oned and statements
recor ded.

"We are still investigating and if the need arises, we will recal
those from whom st at enents have been taken for further investigations,” he
sai d.

He urged the nedia and the public to be patient and wait for the police
to conplete the investigations and release a full report of the incident.

Acting CID Director Datuk Rami Yusof is heading the police probe team
Experts fromthe Electricity Supply and Gas Departnent and the Chemi stry
Department are also in the team
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