27 JAN 2001
Mahat hir-Pol i ce
POLI CE MUST MAI NTAI N PROFESSI ONALI SM SAYS DR MAHATHI R

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 27 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
rem nded nenbers of the security forces to maintain professionalismin
di scharging their responsibilities and to remain |oyal to the governnent.

The prime mnister said that in the country's admnistrative system it
was nost crucial that officers of the civil service, police and mlitary
adhered to the wishes of the governnment chosen by the peopl e.

"If we have a stand that differs fromthat of the governnment and
because of this, when there is a directive nade and we do not agree with it
and thus we don't inplenent it, there will certainly be chaos in the
country.

"This is because the police is no | onger effective as they no | onger
foll ow the governnent's directive," he said when speaking at a neeting with
460 nenbers of the Mal aysi an Ex-Policenen's Association at the Prine
M nister's Departnent (JPM, here today.

Dr Mahathir said the situation was nost dangerous for Ml aysia when the
governnent no | onger conmanded | oyalty as it had becone an ineffective
gover nnent .

He said that for former policenen, the problemof conflicting stand
with the governnment while they were in service never cropped up, but the
new generation of policenmen now faced vari ous pressures from groups who
were trying to influence themto discard their professionalism

However, he said he was thankful that the police and military personne
in the country knew about their responsibilities to maintain nationa
security in an efficient and disciplined manner so nmuch so that the people
felt safe.

Dr Mahathir said unfortunately there were tines when sone people did
not appreciate the security prevailing in the country and the rol e played
by poli ce.

He said there had been many cases of coup attenpts in devel opi ng
countries by anbitious | eaders of the arnmed forces using the strength of
the security forces due to the | ack of professionalism

In several other countries, the prime mnister said the governnment was
formed and toppled by the security forces resulting in the adm nistration
changi ng frequently and there was no peace in the country when the arned
forces gave their loyalty to certain | eaders.

"Fortunately in Mal aysia, we don't have senior officers (of the
security forces) trying to becone heroes to their troops and trying to
seize power. The rank and files too don't accept such nmethods and on the
contrary, they knowthat their role is to accept whatever orders given by
t he government chosen by the people," he said.

He said although there were some nenbers of the police and military
forces in the country who were "not happy" with the government, they stil
foll owed orders and this enabl ed the governnent to adm nister the country
effectively.

Dr Mahathir said while the government el ected by the people was not
per manent because t he people had the power to replace the governnment, the
servi ces of government servants whether in the civil service, police or
armed forces would remain despite the change of governnent.

At the nmeeting, representatives of the association pledged their
|l oyalty and solid support to the prine mnister.
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