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Mahat hir-Pol i ce
POLI CE ACT AGAI NST LAW BREAKERS TO PROTECT SOCI ETY, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 23 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said
today that the police act agai nst people who break the | aw because the
wel fare of the society at large is of uppernpst inportance.

The Prime Mnister said it was the duty of the police to keep life
goi ng on nornally.

"If you block the traffic, create problens for other people, the duty
of the police is very sinple. They nust put an end to it according to the
process of the law," he told reporters after |aunching the Cheras Education
Foundation at the Kual a Lunpur Badm nton Stadi umin Cheras here.

He was fielding questions regarding the report by the Human Ri ght
Conmi ssi on of Mal aysi a (Suhakam which bl amed police for several human
rights violations when dispersing an illegal gathering on the Kesas
H ghway/ Jal an Kebun | ast year. The report was nmade public on Mnday.

Dr Mahathir said the Mal aysi an police now had to face Suhakam whi ch
meant that they would al ways have to worry about what woul d be reported
about them

He said the police would al so have to face the western press which
woul d foll ow them everywhere and even take pictures of so-called police
brutality so as to tell the world that in Malaysia the police were brutal.

"This hanpers their ability to enforce the law and if you do not
enforce the lawin this country or any other countries, the citizens wll
not be protected.

"Supposing the police feel, well they should not do anything, let the
peopl e do what they like, what will be our life like. The police are
protecting us, they are keeping | aw and order. They have not exceeded their
mandate to maintain | aw and order,"” he said.

In the report Sukahamlaid the blanme for human rights violations on the
police, concluding anong ot her things that force was used, property danmaged
and det ai nees treated badly.

It al so said the detainees were denied i medi ate treatnment for
i njuries.

Dr Mahathir said in the case of an illegal gathering, there would be no
problemif the people involved dispersed if asked to do so by the police.

"But if you say cone and stop ne, then the police would have to use
force,"” he said.

The prime mnister said police brutality was evident during a
denmonstration at the G8 neeting of the world's richest nations in Italy
recently, with an anti-globalisation protestor not only being shot by the
police but they also run over by police vehicle.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked on Suhakam commi ssi oner Tan Sri Anuar Zai na
Abidin's statenment yesterday that its findings were based on the facts
presented to it and that the body was not influenced by Wstern thinking.

To this, he said: "The assessnent is nmade with that kind of attitude
and val ues which is influenced by Wstern thinking."

The prinme minister yesterday said the Suhakamreport on the Kesas
H ghway-Jal an Kebun illegal gathering had been influenced by Western
t hi nki ng.

On Kuantan Umo chi ef Datuk Fauzi Abdul Rahman's statement that he had
expected nore people in the division to be punished by the party's
di sciplinary board for involvenent in noney politics, Dr Mahathir said: "I
don't quite know the conplication of this. I'Il have to study it."



The board had inplicated the division's vice-chairmn Datuk Fai sa
Abdul | ah, who has been barred fromcontesti ng and bei ng appoi nted to any
party post for six years, fromMy 26, 2001 to May 25, 2007.

Asked on the position of Bukit Bintang division head Dat uk Abdul Azim
Mohd Zabi di as an Umo Suprene Council nenber after being found guilty of
money politics, Dr Mahathir said the matter woul d have to be studied

careful ly.
On Abdul Azim s position as Bank Sinmpanan Nasi onal chairman, the prime
mnister said: "We'll have to think about that. This is a party matter, not

a government matter. If he had m sused government funds, that it would be a
different matter.

The Cheras Educati on Foundation acts as a coordi nati ng body of the
Cheras Umo division's foster school project involving 19 primry and
secondary schools as well as kindergartens in the area.
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