15/ 11/ 2001
Political stability and unity to gain with return of PBS fromthe cold

Joni st on Bangkuai

A "PRODI GAL son" who has realised his mstake and wants to return to the
right path woul d best describe opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah's decision
to apply to rejoin the Bari san Nasi onal .

Being out in the cold for 11 years after abruptly abandoni ng the BN on
the eve of the 1990 parlianmentary el ection, PBS, after some soul -
searching, has finally accepted it was wong to | eave the BN

Its abrupt decision to quit the BN was attacked by many as "stabbing the
BN i n the back".

The realisation that it would be difficult, if not inpossible, for it to
wrest control of the State fromthe BN coul d have pronpted a change of
heart by the PBS | eadership.

It had been downhill all the way for the PBS after it retained the State
Governnent by the slinmrest majority in the 1994 State election only to be
toppl ed frompower a nonth later by the defection of several of its
assenbl ynen to the BN

The PBS failed in its attenpt to nmake a coneback in the 1999 State
el ection, winning only 17 of the 48 seats conpared to the 25 it won in
1994.

In the 1999 parlianentary election, it picked up only three seats, out
of the 20 at stake in Sabah. Even party president Datuk Seri Joseph Pairin
Ki ti ngan, once inpregnable in his Keningau stronghol d, scraped through by
just over 500 votes.

Despite its dwi ndling nunber of seats, PBS renained a force to be
reckoned with in Sabah politics because it was acknow edged to enj oy
consi derabl e grassroot support, especially anong the Kadazandusuns.

What woul d the PBS return to the BN nean?

If re-admitted, the PBS, with nine assenblynmen (follow ng the defection
of eight to BN component menbers) and three MPs, will be the second
| argest BN party in Sabah after Umo.

To be sure, PBS return to the BNw Il strengthen the unity of the
peopl e and ensure political stability.

I ntense politicking, constant bickering and disunity in the past had
obstructed efforts to expedite devel opnent in the State.

Co-operation fromall quarters is necessary to ensure that all segnments
of the comunity, especially those in the rural areas, benefit fromthe
various devel opnent progranmmes.

There are already positive signs that the State BN Governnent and the
Qpposition are able to work together in the interest of the State and the
peopl e.

This was seen by the adoption of a notion tabled by PBS deputy president
Dr Maximus Ongkili at the State Legislative Assenbly nmiddle of this year
on the formation of an ad hoc all-party commttee to resolve the illega
i mm grants probl em

The PBS | eadership had al so openly supported Governnent policies and
programes which it deened good for the nation and t he peopl e.

The PBS re-admission into the BNwill significantly contribute to the
effort to unite the Kadazandusuns and the diverse ethnic groups in the
St at e.

The two Kadazandusun-based parties in the BN, United Pasok Monogun
Kadazandusun Orgnani sati on (Upko) and Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS)
have been tal king about a nerger and it would be interesting to see how



the PBS fits into such a scenario if it is accepted into the BN

Pairin had said that the PBS could not participate in such a di scussion
because it is a nulti-racial party and not a conmponent menber of the BN

bservers have al so rai sed the i ssue of whether Upko and PBRS, which
were forned by PBS dissident | eaders after the coll apse of the PBS
Governnent in 1994, will support PBS application to rejoin the BN

By convention, a consensus by all the 13 BN conponent nenbers is
requi red when accepting a new nenber into the coalition.

But if the statenents by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
and other BN | eaders that the BN will consider the PBS application are any
i ndi cation, the PBS could | ook forward to a positive response.

Political |eaders of the various Sabah parties would be expected to
consi der the best interests of the Kadazandusun conmunity and the ot her
et hni c groups when the tinme cones to decide.

Nevert hel ess, doubts about PBS sincerity still remain. To overcone
them it would be necessary for PBS not to set any condition for its re-
adm ssion. That, as Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi
has put it, is the only condition for the BN to consider the PBS request
toreturn to the fold.
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