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POLI TI CAL | NDEPENDENCE NOT ENOUGH TO DEVELOP A NATI ON, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 19 (Bernama) -- Political independence and econonic
resources alone will not be enough to devel op and bring progress to a
country, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d t oday.

What was nore inmportant was the ability to exploit and extract the
resources for the wellbeing of all the people, he said.

Citing Africa as an exanple, Dr Mahathir said the continent of 53
countries had huge econom ¢ resources such as mnerals but still had a | ot
of problens |like poverty and political instability.

He said many African countries, along with Asia, achieved i ndependence
after Wirld War Two hoping that they woul d be nasters of their own
desti ni es.

"But we soon |l earn that having political independence will not give us
anyt hing, unless we | earn howto devel op our country and achi eve econoni c
i ndependence, " he said at the Young African Leadership and Intellectua
Di al ogue at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

The di al ogue is organi sed by the African Students Society in Ml aysia
in collaboration with Umo Yout h.

Dr Mahathir said that unlike political independence, which was not so
difficult to achieve by various neans |ike negotiations, wars and
subversi on, economn c i ndependence was a different case altogether.

"But to achi eve econonic independence is totally different. Actually
requires greater discipline... discipline that will force us to relegate to
t he background our own needs and personal anbitions.

"W have to think instead to give first place to the needs of our
country and people. If we can achieve that discipline then that will be the
begi nni ng of the achi evenent of econom c i ndependence,” he said.

The prime minister said that to devel op a country al so needed a good
adm ni stration and the admninistrative skills which Ml aysia had inherited
si nce i ndependence.

Unl i ke Mal aysi a, many other countries had achi eved their independence
by guerilla warfare or other neans, he said.

Dr Mahathir said that because the i ndependence was achi eved by neans of
war and vi ol ence, the political transition of these countries was not easy
and many were not able to handl e the admi nistration of their country very
wel | .

"By and | arge, many countries with huge resources were not able to nmake
the kind of progress they were supposed to. So we have to | ook back now. ..
pause and reconsi der," he said, adding that as such, the present young
generation had a greater responsibility to their country.

"They have to learn that it is not the popularity that you need but the
ability to adm nister a country and develop it," he said.

Mal aysi a, he said, decided to follow the Japanese nbdel to progress and
had i ntroduced the "Look East Policy".

He said the devel opi ng countries nust sacrifice and learn fromothers
besi des di scardi ng sone of the traditions which did not contribute to their
progr ess.

He said Ml aysia al so enbraced the Mal aysi a | ncorporated concept so as
to create a closer rel ationship between the governnent and the private
sector for the overall wellbeing of the nation, although sone Wstern
countries had criticised this practice, saying that it had given place to
cronyi sm



"The inportant |esson ... (we) should not always |ook at traditiona
sources to guide us. (W) should | ook el swhere to see if there is anything
to gui de us," he said.

He said Ml aysia believed in hel ping and prospering ot her countri es,

i ncludi ng those that were al ready properous and this woul d have nutual
benefit in ternms of trading and tourism anong ot hers.

He said Mal aysia had proven its conmitnent to Africa with its
i nvest nent and t hrough ot her avenues such as the Langkawi |nternationa
Di al ogue and the Sout hern African International Dialogue (Said), foruns to
di scuss smart partnershi ps and exchange of experiences with southern
African countries

He advi sed the young and future | eaders of Africa to "take what is good
and reject what is bad for their country".
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