28/ 10/ 2001

PM Philippi nes nust accept I CJ ruling on Sipadan and Ligitan

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today said the
Phi | i ppi nes nust accept the decision of the International Court of Justice
pertaining to the issue on the claimover the Sipadan and Ligitan islands.

The Prime Mnister said all parties which had agreed to refer the case
to the Q) should now accept its deci sion.

"When we decide to go to court, we nmust be ready to accept the court's
deci sion although it was hard to accept.

"The courts have al so nade deci si ons agai nst us previously, such as the
banni ng of Umo. But we had to accept it," Dr Mahathir said.

He was speaki ng upon his arrival from South Korea and Japan where he had
gone on holiday after attending the Apec summt in Shanghai, China.

The Prime M nister said the Governnment woul d accept what ever deci sion
made by the ICJ on the matter even if it were not in Malaysia's favour.

Dr Mahat hir was comenting on the Philippines' reaction to the I1Cl's
decision not to grant its application to intervene in the case.

On Cct 23, the I CI conprising 15 judges, rejected an application by the
Philippines to intervene in the Pulau Ligitan and Pul au Si padan di spute.

It ruled that the Philippines had no interest of a |legal nature that
m ght be affected by any reasoning or interpretation that would be nade in
the court regarding the dispute.

Court president Glbert CGuillaunme also said that a docunment relied upon
by the Philippines as a "primal source" for its claimto a part of North
Borneo, a docunent dated Jan 22 1878, signed by the Sultan of Sulu which
granted a part of Sabah to two Europeans, Overbeck and Dent, was not a
docunent relied upon by Ml aysia or Indonesia in the present dispute.

The Sul u docunent did not cover the islands of Sipadan and Ligitan.

The Philippines' application to the court to intervene in the case
bet ween Mal aysi a and I ndonesia, while also expressly stating its absence
of interest in the disputed islands, had been objected to by both
di sput ant s.

The application was nade under Article 62 of the court's statute, which
makes a provision for intervention by a party not a disputant to the case
if it could showthat it had | egal interest.

Bot h Mal aysi a and | ndonesi a objected to the Philippine application which
was heard by the court fromJune 25 to 29.
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