13 DEC 2001

POCR I N MALAYSI A FORTUNATE, SAYS MAHATHI R

JITRA, Dec 13 (Bernama) -- The Prinme Mnister says the poor in this
country are sonetinmes nore fortunate than those better off.

"The poor always receive attention fromthe governnment with assistance
pouring in," said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

On top of that they also receive help fromphilanthropists, he said
when speaking at a breaking of fast at the Al -Agla nosque here tonight.

"Many donors extend assistance in the formof noney, food and
clothing," he said.

Hel p al so cones from ot her individuals and the private sector through
the setting up of funds for the poor, said Dr Mahathir.

Present were the prinme mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd
Al'i, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain, Prine Mnister's
Rel i gi ous Advi ser Datuk Seri Dr Abdul Hamid O hrman and sonme 2, 000 | ocal
resi dents.
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