24 NOV 2001
Mahat hir-1 CT
POOR NATI ONS TO LCSE QUT | F THEY FAI L TO EMBRACE | CT NOW SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 24 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d today that nations which do not junp onto the information and
comuni cati ons technol ogy (1 CT) bandwagon now wi ||l be |eft behind by
countries which do so and suffer great consequences in the future.

"They will be left far behind, l|acking in know edge and i nformation and
t hey cannot make deci sions because they won't have information. The
countries which have access to information will be the ones that wll
benefit nost fromthis informati on age,"” he said.

He said the reluctance of sone nations to enbrace | CT woul d i ncrease
the disparity between the rich and poor countries of the world as npst
countries which are not taking ICT seriously are the poorer ones.

"One thing we learnt fromthe Miltinedia Super Corridor project is that
to bridge digital divide we need a | ot of noney," he told reporters after
| aunchi ng Asi aspace Dotcom Sdn Bhd at the Prime Mnister's Departnment here.

Asi aspace Dotcomis a private |imted conpany registered in Ml aysi a
licensed to provide access to the Worl dSpace systemin the country. The
Wor | dSpace systemis primarily a satellite digital audio broadcasting
servi ce.

He said richer nations could easily spread the use of the Internet,
computers and satellites because they could afford it, but Malaysia is not
badly of f fromother devel opi ng nati ons.

Dr Mahathir said the cost to overconme the divide is high because
comput er hardware and software do not come cheap

"To change people it is very easy but without the hardware it will be
difficult. So the nain problemin overcoming the digital divide is one of
cost," he said.

On the role of the private sector in hel ping Mal aysians to be ICT
conversant, he said that they also had a role to play in hel ping the people
to beconme nore conmputer and technology literate.

He said they should understand that the nore people conversant with ICT
the better it is for themin terns of productivity and quality.

"The governnent is spending a | ot of noney to nmake the people nore
computer literate but conpanies too nust realise that the society which is
computer literate will be good for them because their business will be
better with know edge workers," he said.

Asked how he saw Kual a Lunpur in the future with the convergence of
technol ogi es, he said it would beconme a city equi pped with all the
necessary infrastructure for comruni cati ons.

"W will have people who are very know edgable and | amafraid there
wi |l be people wal king around carrying their | atest cellular phones with
sonet hi ng hanging on their ears and they would be tal king to thensel ves

most of the time...it will look alittle bit strange but they will be
communi cating," he added.
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