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Azm - Poor
POOR Al D CENTRES FOR Bl G TOMNS

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, April 1 (Bernama) -- Efforts to fight poverty will be
expanded to big towns in the country with the setting up of "Conpassion
Centres" or "Pusat Rahmat" to hel p the poor, Rural Devel opnment M nister
Datuk Azmi Khalid said today.

One such centre set up on a pilot basis at Wsma PKNS in Jal an Raj a
Laut here in COctober 1999 had received encouragi ng response, he said.

Last year another such centre was set up in Mel aka and was call ed
"Caring Centre" or "Pusat Penbel a".

"The government will set up these centres in big towns in the country
this year....we have to tackle this poverty problem" he told Bernana in an
i nterview.

Yesterday Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said the
Bari san Nasi onal (BN) would focus nore attention on the poor in both the
urban and rural areas through cl ose cooperation anong the BN el ect ed
representatives and the comruniti es.

Azm said his mnistry would redouble its efforts to eradi cate poverty
in the urban areas by getting close to target groups -- the poor famlies
and i ndi vi dual s.

Apart from providing advisory service to the poor fol ks on ways of
i mproving their standard of life, the conpassion centres would al so hel p
themto set up snmall businesses, he said.

The nministry would al so step up poverty eradication efforts in the
rural areas by encouraging the rural society to participate in economic
activities, he added.

Meanwhi | e openi ng a ki ndergarten at Taman Beseri Jaya in Beseri near
Kangar, Azm said the governnent had proposed RML3.2 billion under the
Ei ghth Mal aysia Plan for poverty eradication progranmmes.

O the amount RMb billion had been proposed for the Rural Devel opnent
M nistry, he said.

The various ministries would cooperate in poverty eradication efforts
in the country, he added.

These poverty eradicati on progranmmres woul d cover all comunities in the
country so that citizens would be able to enjoy a bettter standard of
l'iving, he said.

He stressed the inportance of harnonious |iving and unity anong the
various races so that econom c activities could be undertaken successfully.
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