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POCR COUNTRI ES TOO CAN | MPOSE CONDI TI ONS ON | NFRASTRUCTURE TAX

By: Yong Soo Heong

BQAO (Hai nan), Feb 27 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad today said that if the rich countries were to i npose
condi ti ons because they had to pay the proposed infrastructure tax, the
poor countries too can counter themby | aying down their own conditions.

Dr Mahat hir had proposed the infrastructure tax to hel p poor countries
fund their infrastructure devel opnment programes during his keynote address
at the inauguration cerenony of the Boao Forumfor Asia (BFA) here.

Speaking at a press conference later, he said it was up to the poor
countries to design the infrastructure tax and the usage of the funds
collected while the rich countries could conme up with their ideas as well
on how t he funds shoul d be expended.

"This is not sonething that the poor should feel obliged to the rich.
This is their entitlement because they are providing the neans for the rich
to becone richer, to make big profits. It stands to reason that the rich,
havi ng expl oited the poor, should also return to the poor people what is
their due," said Dr Mahathir who left for Kuala Lunpur just after nidday.

H's flight from Hai kou, Hainan's capital, to Kuala Lunmpur, is expected
to take about three and a half hours.

Dr Mahat hir sai d Chinese president Jiang Zemn was the first foreign
| eader to be inforned of his proposal when they net at their bilatera
meeti ng here yesterday.

He said Jiang seened quite forthcom ng and positive about the
i nfrastructure tax proposal

But the Mal aysian prenier said Jiang did remark that there m ght be
peopl e who may not be very receptive to the idea

Dr Mahathir said formul ating the mechanismfor the infrastructure tax
agency was not a big problem

"CGetting the rich to agree to sonething is of course a big problem" he
said and cited the case of the Ml aysi an-inspired East Asia Econom ¢ Caucus
(EAEC) whi ch had al ways been shot down by the rich countries.

"But it keeps on cropping up every now and then and eventually it
(EAEC) woul d have to be accepted,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also said the rich countries would try to shoot down his
proposal for the infrastructure tax but "we will persist.”

Asked whether his stinging remarks about the Western nedia and currency
specul ators had becone counter-productive, he replied, "People will always
criticise me but that is the way things are. It is for me to push forward
an i dea and eventually | think good ideas will be accepted, even by those
who are not typically fond of ne or Ml aysi a.

"When we did our nanagenent of the currency crisis, we were told that
we were stupid, that we don't understand about finance or (had) herd
instinct but | see even those Western experts are now tal ki ng about how we
deal with the crisis. | feel that even if they don't |ike ne, naybe they
will accept ny idea."

Asked on his thoughts on Asian values, Dr Mahathir said they did not
differ much fromWestern values of the Victorian era.

"We are nore conservative, we still respect our famlies, we feel we
should not interfere in other people's affairs. W don't talk very frankly,
we talk politely but sonetinmes that is taken for weakness."

Asi an val ues, he said, had hel ped Asian countries to live in peace with
each other much nore often than European countri es.



"If you look at the history of Europe, every year there is at |east two
countries fighting with one another for the past 2,000 years. Of and on
they will; have the whole of Europe up in flames because there is a need
for sonme bl oodl etting (anbng Europeans).

"For the past 50 years there has been no war although recently there
was one in Yugoslavia, a small one. They find that they must have an outl et
for their values. You see themexpressing their values by interfering in
the affairs of different countries Iike Ml aysia."

Dr Mahathir said the BFA forum shoul d serve a good channel for poor
countries to voice their views and their opposition to sonme of the ideas
com ng fromthe non-Asian countries.

As for its funding, he said he was quite sure that big businesses in
Asia woul d be eager to provide fundi ng because BFA s annual gathering woul d
enable themto neet not only their counterparts fromother regi ons but al so
t he | eaders.

Asked on his bilateral neeting with Jiang yesterday, Dr Mahathir said
they di scussed current issues |like globalisation, the new gl obal financial
architecture

"We | argely di scussed what the two of us can do together," he said.

Asked whether he had rejected a speech witten for himat BFA s
i nauguration cerenony and chose a hard-hitting one instead, Dr Mahathir
said, "No, | wite my own speeches. O course | get some ideas fromsone
speechwiters."

Dr Mahat hir, when asked what he thought to be the nost pressing i ssue
to be discussed by BFA, said poverty eradication should be given top
priority.

Earlier in his keynote address, he said there were | arge nunbers of
people in Asia who were living fromhand to nouth.

Dr Mahathir said, "Many Asian countries are terribly poor. There really
is no reason why sone peopl e shoul d be obscenely rich while so many live in
abj ect poverty. There is even | ess reason for people to be poor when the
worl d of today, the world of high technol ogy and hi gh added val ue is so
rich.

"Cbviously there is sonthing wong with the redistribution of wealth
across the world. It does not reflect a world which has been reduced to a
village. In a village we share everything fairly." -- BERNAVA

SHY MFJ SD



	POOR COUNTRIES TOO CAN IMPOSE CONDITIONS ON INFRASTRUCTURE TAX (Bernama 27/02/2001)

