16/ 02/ 2001
Ports in the 21st century

Dr Satoshi | noue

ECONOM C gl obal i sati on has brought about trenendous increases in exchange
of goods across the world. In pursuit of econom cal and conpetitive
manuf act uri ng, production centres of nost, if not all, industries have
rapidly shifted beyond national borders.

Consuners al so have started to bring in agricultural and nanufactured
goods for their daily life fromall over the world so long as the price
and quality are reasonable. As the inpact of gl obalisation deepens, world
trade will continue to expand.

Despite the 1997 Asian currency crisis and the ensuing econom c turnoil
total world trade has not declined in volunme but has instead undergone a
sl owdown in growth, with regional trends varying significantly. It is now
back on the path to sound growth agai n.

In 1998, world trade grew 3.7 per cent with seaborne trade reachi ng over
five billion tons. For 1999 and 2000, trade growth has been at about the
same rate although this is still significantly |lower than the pre-crisis
|l evel. As for container traffic, the world throughput of 188 mllion TEUs
(twenty-foot equivalent units) is expected to increase to between 417 and
491 million TEUs by 2012, with Asia experiencing the | argest grow h.

To cope with ever growing world trade, ports will no doubt continue to
play a critical and indispensable role. In his keynote address at the
I nternational Association of Ports and Harbors' (I APH) Wrld Ports
Conference in Kuala Lunmpur in May 1999, Mal aysian Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad made this point clearly: “No nmatter how
i nformati on technol ogy advances, world trade cannot naterialise wthout
ports. This is exactly why every country needs to devel op nuch nore
advanced and efficient ports for its prosperity.’
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