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Budget - Roundup (Reacti on)
PCsI TI VE REACTI ON TO 2002 BUDGET

KUALA LUVPUR, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- There was generally positive reaction
to the 2002 Budget tabled by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
in the Dewan Rakyat today, described as reflecting the governnent's
determ nation to neet the needs of the people in the wake of uncertainties
in the gl obal econony.

It al so brought good news for the 900,000 governnent enpl oyees who wil |
enjoy a half nonth's bonus or at |east RML, 000 this year and a sal ary
i ncrease of 10 per cent next year.

In KANGAR, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimsaid that
t he Budget coul d hel p narrow the devel opnent gap between the states in the
country and described the Budget as "the best in the world".

"While many countries in the world are experiencing a recession, the
Mal aysi an government |ed by the Barisan Nasional (BN) is still able to
bring cheer in the Budget," he said.

In KOTA KI NABALU, Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president Tan Sri
Joseph Kurup said the 2002 Budget took into account the needs of people
fromall social strata especially the rural population in the state

Thi s was because neasures outlined under the Budget were prepared to
hel p them face the hard i npact of the inpending gl obal recession, he said.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, opposition | eader Datuk Abdul Rashi d Ngah said
that the federal governnment had not ignored the people of Terengganu and
Kel ant an even t hough both states were rul ed by PAS

He said that the special allocation for the very poor in Terengganu and
Kel ant an proved that the federal governnent does not practise
di scrimination and woul d continue to provide assistance to the people in
both states.

Conmenting on terrorism Abdul Rashid, who is the Seberang Takir state
assenbl ynan, said that the early nmeasures taken by the governnent to
counter terrorismwere to prevent foreign investnents and tourismfrom
bei ng affected.

Meanwhi | e, Mal ay Contractors Associ ati on Mal aysia president Rosl an
Awang Chi k wel coned the government's nove to i nprove the incone of class F
contractors by increasing rural devel opnent projects.

He said that the contractors concerned should be grateful over the
opportunities provided themand i nplenment the projects well in efforts to
ensure the success of the country's devel opnent progranmes.

In PENANG, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon described the 2002
Budget as conprehensive and stinulating especially for the state whose
econony was based on the industrial sector and informati on and
conmuni cati on technol ogy (ICT).

He said that the government's nobve in encouragi ng pronotion and
incentives for the fields of robotics, machinery and autonmation, as well as
the fields of education, ICT and e-governnment would also further stinmulate
econom c growth in the state.

He al so said that the incentives provided to tour agency operators and
the services sector especially for hotels and restaurants woul d hel p make
the tourismsector nore conpetitive and would attract nore tourists from
Asi an countri es.

Sahabat Al am Mal aysi a honorary secretary Meena Ranan sai d that SAM
wel coned the allocation of RML14.1 million for the devel opment of the Orang
Asli as well as the increase in tax on the tobacco industry in the country,



saying that the advertising of goods with cigarette brand names shoul d be
banned.

I n KOTA BAHARU, Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat
said that the 2002 Budget had outlined excellent strategies for the people
especially in poor states |Iike Kel antan.

He said that the benefits would be enjoyed fully by all especially in
Kel antan if the strategies in the Budget were inplenented the best possible
way.

Ex- Servi cemen Associ ati on Associ ati on Ml aysi a presi dent (PBTM
president, Senator Datuk Mhamad Abdul Chani described the Budget as very
sensitive to the people's needs and very bal anced to prevent a recession

He said that the Budget brought good news to governnent enpl oyees
especially armed forces personnel especially in ternms of their housing
needs.

In SHAH ALAM Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhanmed Khir Toyo
said that the big allocation for rural devel opment was a renarkabl e nove to
bal ance the income disparity between the people in the urban and rural
ar eas.

He expressed hope that certain quarters would not hike prices follow ng
the increase in the prices of petrol and diesel

I n KUANTAN, state executive councillor Maznah Mazl an said that the
governnent's nmove in allowing single nothers to continue to drawtheir late
husband' s pensi on even after they had renmarri ed woul d hel p reduce their
burden in neeting their daily expenses.

She said that the RVb9 million allocation to fund special programes
for wonen would help themrealise their full potential

Anot her state executive councillor, Datuk Shahiruddi n Abdul Min, said
that Fel da's assistance for small holders facing hardship due to the drop in
the prices of commpdities showed that the government had given attention to
their plight.

In KUCHI NG Sarawak Bumi putera Business Council (DUBS)) president Datuk
Abang Abdul Kari m Tun Abang Openg, in welcom ng the nmeasures to stinulate
the nati onal econony, said Bumi putera entrepreneurs in the state should
come up with strategies to face the chall enges brought about by the current
econom ¢ gl oompositively.

I n MELAKA, Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Mhamed Ali Rustamcalled on state
governnent agencies to spend the allocation during the set tinme frane.

He said that the state governnent was happy over the focus on the
servi ces sector devel opnment especially the tourismsector with the tourism
fund increased to RMVA00 million fromRWM00 mllion

In JOHOR BAHARU, state executive councillor Samat Aripin rem nded the
people to spend wisely followi ng the 10 per cent salary increase and the
reduction in individual inconme tax by 1 per cent to 28 per cent.

H s coll eague, O hnman Jais, expressed hope that the various incentives
provi ded by the Budget woul d encourage nore investnents in the agricultura
sector.

A governnent servant, Aishah Ali, welconed the bonus paynent and the
salary increase as it would greatly help neet expenses in the city where
the cost of living is very high.
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