08 FEB 2001
Uni ty- Mal ay
PCSI TI VE SI GNS TO PROPCSED MALAY UNI TY TALK BETVEEEN UMNO AND PAS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- There are positive signs that the
proposed Malay Unity tal k between Umo and PAS will nmaterialise after all

Umo secretary general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and PAS counterpart Haji
Nasharudin Mat Isa were all smiles as they energed fromtheir neeting --
| asting about two and half hours -- at a hotel here today.

The neeting was to discuss the format for the proposed talKk.

Speaking to reporters who had been waiting for the outcone of the
neeting since noon, Khalil said both sides would report to their respective
parties on what were di scussed and proposed at the neeting for
consi derati on and approval .

"The di scussi on was to nake recommendation, |eading to a decision by
the PAS suprene committee and al so Umo political bureau, that's all," he
sai d.

He said the nmeeting was held in the spirit of goodw || and had
presented several matters to serve as the basic proposal for the neeting of
the | eaders of both parties.

To a question on the possibility of the | eaders of both parties neeting
after this, Khalil asked the nedia to wait for further devel opnents after
both of themhad briefed their respective | eaders.

Meanwhi | e, Nasharudi n described his neeting with Khalil as positive.

"Good, satisfied, like he said just now we can wal k together," he told
reporters.

Bot h, however, refused to go into the details on matters di scussed in
t he neeti ng.

Khal il was acconpani ed by the Political Secretary to the Prime M nister
Dat uk Dusuki Ahmad, Umo Executive Secretary Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku
Mansor and Umo Headquarters Admini strative Manager Abu Khanis to the
meet i ng.

Nashar uddi n, neanwhil e, was acconpani ed by PAS national executive
comm ttee nmenber Dr Mbhd Hatta Ramli, Pahang PAS |iai son secretary Dr Abdu
Wahab I smai|l and Harakah Managi ng Di rector Datuk H shanuddi n Yahya.

Khalil, pressed further by reporters for details, said: "W discussed
the question of unity."

He said both sides would hold a brief neeting once they had briefed
their respective | eaders.

The proposal that Umo and PAS should sit down together to restore
unity anong the Mal ays who have started to divide due to different
political beliefs was raised in Decenber |ast year

Umo President Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and PAS Presi dent Dat uk
Fadzi| Noor had early | ast nmonth openly supported the proposed talk

The Umo Suprene Council on Jan 12 also agreed to the proposed Ml ay

Unity talk and directed Khalil to contact and nmake arrangements with his
PAS count er part, Nashar udi n.
PAS willingness to sit down together with Umo to discuss Ml ay unity

is the first after nore than 20 years since PAS | eft the Barisan Nasi ona
(BN) .
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