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KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
urged |l ocal workers' unions not to fall prey to the instigations of their
counterparts in devel oped countries.

Dr Mahathir said foreign | abour unions had a track record of trying to
instigate local unions into resorting to strikes, demandi ng excessi ve wage
i ncreases and taking their grievances to court.

"Their intention is for us to becone unconpetitive, and our goods wil |
t hen becone expensive, they actually have no synpathy for our workers,"
said Dr Mahathir during the Wrkers' Day gathering at StadiumPutra in
Bukit Jalil here.

"I'f we fall prey to their ploy, then our country's industrialisation
process will stop, job opportunities will be scarce, and the country's
econony will deteriorate," he said.

When thi s happened, foreign economies will continue controlling the
mar ket and their workers will continue to receive high wages, added the
Prime Mnister.

The Workers' Day gat hering was thened "Know edge Wirkers Spur Nationa
Excel | ence." Al so present was Hunman Resource M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong Chan
Onn.

Later asked to elaborate on his reminder to [ ocal unions not to be
i nfluenced by the Western counterparts, Dr Mahathir said:

"During past International Labour Organisation nmeetings, for exanple,
| ocal union |l eaders met with their counterparts from devel oped countri es.
They often pressured us to give better treatnent to our workers and that
they should resort to industrial action if there are problens.

"It looks Iike they are synpathetic to their workers, but actually, when
our workers to nmake excessive demands and take industrial action, this
wi || cause the production of our goods to decrease.

"Qur prices will then increase, and our goods will not be conpete with
those fromdevel oped countries,” he said.

However, Dr Mahat hir said he was thankful that Mal aysi an workers were
not very interested in naki ng excessive demands.

"I'n our country, we find that workers are all the nore willing to
negoti ate and are not that attracted to rough net hods.

"Wth that, we can continue to maintain our conpetitiveness and because
of that, our country has been successful in produci ng goods which are
equal to that in devel oped countries, but at cheaper prices."”

On the Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress which had reportedly decided to
defer their picket schedul ed today over reported grievances concerning the
Enpl oyees' Provident Fund, Dr Mhathir said:

"Thankful 'y, rational thinking overrode all other considerations."

Dr Mahathir added that in this country, enployers, enployees and the
Governnent forned an inportant partnership for the country's devel opnent.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir al so renmi nded the country's workers to
continue their tradition of choosing to negotiate rather than confront
enpl oyers and t he Governnent.

As an exanple, Dr Mahathir cited that excessive demands for hi gher wages
woul d be neaningless if it was not matched with an i ncrease in
productivity.

Dr Mahathir said high wages in some countries was an i naccurate
i ndi cator for local workers to conpare with. This was because the cost of



living in such countries were nornally very high.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant to maintain high productivity and
conpetitivenss rather than seeking high wages, illustrating that sone
devel oped countries saw inflation growing by 1,000 per cent, whereas in
Mal aysia, the figure was only three per cent.

Const ant squabbl i ng between workers and enpl oyers woul d al so j eopardi se
the country's industrialisation process, said the Prinme M nister.

He al so cited an exanpl e of a devel oped Western country, whose | abour
uni ons were so powerful that their excessive demands resulted in the
crippling of the country's autonotive industry.

"Confrontation between workers and enpl oyers is not our way because it
woul d bring us no benefit," he said.

In his wel com ng address, Fong said that to conpete with devel oped
nations, the country needed know edge wor kers who woul d be able to
i ncrease work efficiency and create a know edge- based econony.

“In this, we need workers with wi de know edge, varied skills, creativity
and i nnovation," he said.
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