18/ 12/ 2001
PM G ve Gani chance to prove hinself

Cheah Chor Soo

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Incom ng Attorney-Ceneral Datuk Abdul Gani Patail should
be given a chance to prove hinmself, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d t oday

Describing criticismof Abdul Gani's qualification as "a matter of
opinion," he said it was unfair to question his credibility at this
juncture.

"One person says there are nore qualified people, but others say that
Abdul Gani is qualified

"What determ nes who is qualified? Are the opinions of those who are
unhappy with the courts' decisions nuch better than those who uphold the
courts' decision?" he said.

Abdul Gani, 46, will succeed Datuk Seri A num Mbhd Saaid who has
resigned on health grounds. He will take office on Jan 1, next year.

H s appoi ntnment has net with protests fromthe Qpposition and hunman
rights groups, and nost recently, the Bar Council

After the announcenent, DAP national chairman LimKit Siang, Airan and
Suaramregi stered their objections.

Subsequent |y, the Opposition and non-governmental organisations, |ed by
Pas youth chief Mahfuz Omar, also sent a protest note to Parlianent,
sayi ng that the announcenent was made before the Royal assent was given.

Last Thursday, the New Straits Tinmes reported that Bar Council had sent
aletter to the Prine Mnister expressing its concern, and stating that
the Attorney-General nust be a person who commanded respect.

The council had raised a Federal Court judgnent (in the case of Zai nur
Zakaria), which queried Abdul Gani's conduct when gathering evidence to
prosecute former Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin 1998.

Dr Mahathir said it was unfair to criticise Abdul Gani based on the fact
that he led the prosecution teamin the corruption and sodony trials of
Anwar .

He chided the Bar Council for being easily influenced by "political
opi ni ons".

He said the council was biased as it failed to consider Abdul Gani's
true capability but rather, his involvenent in a "high-profile case".

"This is unfair as Gani deserves a chance to prove hinself.

"I'n Abdul Gani's case, alnost all of those who becane prosecution
wi t nesses, including the police and | awers, were | abell ed as usel ess,
bi ased and all kinds of other accusations,” he said.

Asked if he had received the council's letter, Dr Mahathir said he had
not .

"But | don't think it is right for the Bar Council to take sides.

"Why can't they consider that Government officers have the duty to
prosecut e?"

The Prime M nister also | anbasted human rights groups for opposi ng Abdu
Gani ' s appoi nt ment .

"The reality is that the NGOs are al so unfair. They are biased."

On the confusion over Abdul Gani's appoi ntnent as announced by M nister
inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatim Dr Mahathir
said it arose over a matter of procedure.

He said the Yang di-Pertuan Agong then had not signed the appointnent
letter and thus, the Governnent coul d not make an announcenent at that
tine.



Rai s had announced on Nov 19, that the Government had accepted Ai num s
resignati on on heal th grounds.

"But Rais was a bit anxious to nmake a statenent before the King's
assent,"” said Dr Mahathir.

Ainumis now on | eave and Solicitor-General Datuk Heliliah Mhd Yusof is
the acting Attorney-GCGeneral. It was earlier announced that Abdul Gani
woul d be acting A-G but there was an about-turn foll owi ng the protests.
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