13/ 04/ 2001
Pre-enpting viol ence (HL)

Pat vi nder Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The use of the Internal Security Act to detain
seven opposition politicians and activists was to prevent the "huge
denmonstration" schedul ed for Saturday, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad said
t oday.

The Prime M nister said police had decided that prevention was better in
the current situation.

"The police have decided that they are not going to deal with this huge
denonstration on the so-called Black 14 of April

"Such denmpnstrations invariably result in violence and they don't know
what ki nd of damage will be done. And as the police statenent says, they
have evi dence that there are plans to use expl osives and the |ike.

"So we do not want that to happen before we take any action," Dr
Mahat hir told a Press conference after |aunching a dental amalgamfilling
called Silverfil at Technol ogy Park Ml aysi a here.

Asked if the seven coul d have been arrested under other | aws, Dr
Mahat hir said: "They coul d have been arrested under nornmal |aws but nornal
| aws require certain evidence and procedures and processes, which |
suppose fromthe police point of viewis not effective in preventing
somet hi ng from happeni ng.

"If it is something that has happened, yes. But this is prevention."

On the evidence police had, he said that was for the police to decide

... but there have been instances when Ml otov cocktails were nmade and
tried before,” Dr Mahathir said

He added that it was up to the police to make nore arrests.

The seven detained include Parti Keadilan Nasional Youth chief Mhanad
Ezam Mohd Nor, vice-president Chua Tian Chang, suprene council menber
Saari Sungi b, national Youth vice-chairman M Gobal akri shnan and Youth
exco menber Abdul Ghani Harun

The other two are reformasi activist Hi shammudin Rais and director of
the Free Anwar Canpai gn, Raja Petra Raja Kanmaruddin.

Yest erday, |nspector-General of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai said the seven
were part of a group of about 20 reformasi activists in a secret cel
whi ch held 12 neetings between Jan 6 and April 4, with the objective of
i nfluencing the rakyat to participate in street denonstrations and to
become vi ol ent when confronting the police.

One of the main ainms of the group was to hold the massive gathering on
Sat urday when a nmenorandum woul d be subnitted to the Hunan Ri ghts
Commi ssi on of Mal aysi a (Suhakan).

Asked what woul d happen to the seven, Dr Mahathir said they could be
hel d for 60 days under the | SA

"If after 60 days they are found to be still threatening the security,
(and) there is proof of threat to security, then they will be held for two
years. |If not, they will be released."

On the contention the arrests targeted the Opposition, he said it so
happened that those arrested were in the Qpposition.

"W expect legitinmate opposition people to use the normal denocratic
procedures. But we don't think denponstrations and the use of violence
constitute the denocratic process,"” Dr Mahathir said.

Asked about Suhakam s call for the i medi ate rel ease of the seven and
its regret on the use of the | SA against them the Prine Mnister said the
police and not Suhakam were responsible for the security of the country.



Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia gave priority to the human rights of the
maj ority.

"Human rights of the mgjority to do business, to live in a stable
condition w thout pressure or riots.

"That is also human rights.

"W cannot place priority on the human rights of a small group that has
certain interests, that blocks the human rights of other people,” he said.
Asked if the planned denponstrations and arrests showed t he Gover nnment
still needed the I SA, Dr Mahathir said the | aw was useful to prevent

i nci dents from happeni ng.

"I'f sonething has happened, if there is damage, maybe peopl e have been
killed and the like, then at that tine, it is of no use.

"For peopl e who have been injured, killed and cannot do business, any
action will be too late," he said.

On how the arrests woul d affect Malaysia's international inage, Dr
Mahat hir said: "Well, the usual thing. The foreign nmedia will bash us up.
They have never sai d anything good about us even if you are very nice.

"So we have a duty to our people, our country."
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