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Mahat hi r - St udent s
PRE- VARSI TY AGREEMENT SHOULD NOT BE A PROBLEM SAYS DR MAHATH R

KOTA KI NABALU, July 30 (Bername) -- The proposal for students to sign a
pre-entry agreement with the governnent should not be viewed as a stunbling
bl ock for themto pursue university education, the Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

He said it would only becone a problemif the students concerned were
not interested in studying in the first place.

"If they are interested to study, then signing the agreenent is not a
problem |f they cone to the university and not to study, they woul dn't
sign, then nmght as well do not cone in...don't sign," he told a news
conference here before departing for Kuala Lunpur at the end of his one-day
visit to Sabah.

Dr Mahat hir was responding to a question whether the proposal woul d
cause apprehensi on anong students intending to pursue further studies in
| ocal universities.

The prinme mnister hinself announced this proposal on July 18 in a nove
to ensure students entering universities were serious in acquiring
know edge.

"The students are not in fear (of the proposal). | nmet nany students
and all they conplained about is that they cannot study because people cone
and drag themto attend | ectures that are not relevant to their studies,"
he sai d.

He said there were al so students actually not interested in studying.

"They are not studying, they disturb other people who want to study and
| don't see why they should get away with this...flouting the rules and the
laws thinking that if we do anything to themthe foreigners will condem
us," he said.

But the government, however, woul d rather be condemmed than allowits
peopl e to be destroyed, or unprepared to nmanage the country after the
current | eaders were gone, Dr Mahathir said.

The prime mnister was al so asked on the rationale for the proposed
amendrments to the Universities and University Coll eges Act which woul d,
anong ot her things, tighten rul es governi ng under graduat es.

"I'n government universities the student pays very little, it is only
one tenth of what we spent on them So they don't have a sense of
responsibility because it is not their noney.

"But if they go to private universities, they have to pay Rv0, 000 to
RM70, 000 and if they waste their tinme, their parents will call themout,"
he sai d.

He sai d students should not et thenselves to be influenced by certain
groups out to make them hate the government.

Asked whet her the groups also include foreigners, Dr Mahathir said
foreigners as well as political parties in the country were involved in
advocating hatred towards the governnent.

"Non- gover nrent al organi sati ons outside the country keep on telling the
students that they nust have student power, student rights...what student
power ? what student rights? The students have a right to study," he added.
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