11/ 09/ 2001

Preparations going on for UN s special session on children

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Mich preparatory work has been done for the United
Nati ons Speci al Session on Children that takes place in New York from Sept
19 to 21.

Mal aysi an Child Resource Institute project director Madel ei ne Yong said
the three-day conference woul d not be enough for |eaders present to
identify, discuss and come to an agreenent on all the problens affecting
chil dren worl dwi de

To overcone this, many regi onal conferences were held to identify the
probl ens and i ssues, and cone up with a docunent that the | eaders could
si gn.

She said these regional conferences were organi sed worl dwi de by the
Uni cef and the non-governnental organisations - Save the Children, Wrld
Vi sion and Pl an | nternational

Yong sai d the conferences were al so attended by children and
participating countries highlighted the problens they faced on children
i ssues.

Mal aysia will be sending 10 teenagers to join the National Unity and
Soci al Devel opnment M nistry's del egation to the session.

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel oprent M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Sulaiman will | ead the Ml aysi an del egati on.

O hers in the delegation include officials fromthe Mnistry, the
Education and Health Mnistries and the Economi ¢ Planning Unit in the
Prime M nister's Departnent.

The Mnistry is expected to rel ease the nanes of the teenagers this
Wednesday and ei ghteen-year-old Kon Ting Sei hopes to be one of them

"I have submitted my application to the Mnistry and hopefully they wll
sel ect nme."

However, he said, that even if not chosen by the Mnistry, he would
still make his way to the session.

He said a lot of things would take place at the concurrent session and
he was preparing a nmultinedia presentati on which sunmari sed the outcone of
the two foruns.

Kon was involved in two regional conferences - the first and second East
Asia Pacific Children and Young People Forumheld earlier in the year in
Thai |l and and Laos. He also attended the fifth Asean M nistri al
Consul tation, held in Beijing.

In the first forum he said participants discussed in nmuch det ai
children's problens |ike exploitation and education, adding that it was
| ater conpiled and the common issues identified.

Kon said they then came up with suggestions on priorities and howto
counter the problens.

"This was then presented in Beijing and it was accepted by the
Mnisters."

He said the second forumwas on how to inplenment the suggestions and
equip the participants with skills like | obbying and dealing with the
nmedi a.

As a run-up to the special session, the "Say Yes For Children" canpaign
was | aunched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on Sept 1

The "Say Yes for Children" canpaign is part of a global crusade to
enabl e chidren and adults to speak out on ways to inprove the |ives of
children. It is built on 10 inperatives.



They are "Leave no child", "Put children first", "Care for every child",
"Fight HV/AIDS", "Stop harming and exploiting children", "Listen to
children", "Educate every child", "Protect children fromwar", "Protect
the Earth for children” and "Fi ght poverty: Invest in children".
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