20 JUN 2001
UMNO- Raf i dah
PRESENT LEADERSHI P |'S STILL RELEVANT, SAYS WANI TA UWMNO CHI EF

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Wanita Umo today reiterated its
stand that the present Umo | eadership, headed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad is still very nmuch relevant to the party and the
country.

Its chief Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said only those with their own agenda
woul d think otherw se as they cannot nove their agenda forward via the
current path taken by Dr Mahathir and Ummo.

"Yes certainly, just talk to the grassroots, it is only those people
who have their own agenda who feel differently," she told reporters here
today on the sidelines of the Umo Youth and Wanita general assenbli es.

Rafi dah was comenting on clains that the opposition was asking for
changes in the present |eadership.

She pointed out that party menbers as well as the people were happy
with the present collective | eadershi p approach adopted by Dr Mahat hir and
his fell ow cabi net ministers.

"As far as we are concerned, we are happy with his | eadership, it is a
col l ective | eadershi p. Decisions are not made unilaterally in the party nor
in the governnent.

"Whatever it is in terns of inplenentation that has not been right, we
have to be collectively responsible and we will correct it," she added.

She added that it was not for the opposition to say anything about the
present party | eadership, as they were the ones that ought to be done away
with because they failed to |l ead their (opposition) party or the country
anywher e.

"They have no busi ness tal ki ng about our |eadership, ours is accepted
(by the rakyat) and we know where our |eaders are taking us for the good of
the party and the country,” she said.

Hence, she advi sed nenbers to be cautious over sone party nmenbers who
were only interested in launching their own agenda as this could lead to
destruction (of the party).

"W are aware of the signs that are comng and slowy creeping into the
party and we should not let infighting detract the najor objectives of the
party,"” she added.

She also said it was inportant for party nenbers to change their
attitudes, values and m ndsets as this was vital for the struggle and
survival of the party.

Rafi dah al so said Wanita Umo al so pledged its conm tnent to assune a
maj or part and contribute substantially towards efforts to west back
Kel ant an and Terengganu, which was |ost to the opposition during the | ast
general el ection.
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