23 JAN 2001
Mahat hir-Ti es
PRESERVE RACI AL CO- EXI STENCE FOR STABI LI TY' S SAKE, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said that by preserving inter-racial co-existence Ml aysi ans stand
to benefit much froma peaceful and stable nation than by having extra
rights but living in a strife-torn country.

"In nulti-racial Ml aysia, no one community can be satisfied with
what ever that it gets and no one community will ever get all what it
want ed, " Dr Mahat hir sai d.

This was the reality all communities in the country nust accept, he
said in a Chinese New Year nessage i ssued by the Ofice of the Prine
M ni st er today.

He expressed hope that Ml aysi ans woul d take opportunity of the Chinese
New Year to renew their pledge to uphold racial harnony and unity.

"Do visit friends hol ding open house to reinforce the bond of
am cability for us to continue enjoying the peaceful life," he said.

Dr Mahathir said unlike people in sonme other countries, Ml aysians were
a fortunate | ot as each year they could celebrate festivals of the various
communities in peace and harnony and were free to practise their cultures,
customs, religious obligations and speak their nother tongue.

"Some of us may be fromthe minority group but our freedomand rights
as Mal aysians to retain our own idenity are guaranteed," he said.

Dr Mahathir said although the Bunmiputera enjoyed a little bit nore
privileges, the other comunities were not denied of their rights and
opportunities.

In fact, efforts pronmoting equal racial standing were instrunmental in
ensuring Mal aysia was free of conmunal riots even at tinmes of economc
sl owdown.

Dr Mahathir and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali w shed al
Mal aysi an Chi nese Gong Xi Fa Chai .

Meanwhi | e, Transport Mnister and MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik, in his nessage, enphasised the inportance of racial harnony in
guarant eei ng perennial political stability and peace in the comunity.

"Let us all refrain fromraising sensitive issues which can spark off
communal tension that brings no benefit at all to the people and country,”
sai d Ling.

He expressed hope that the Ml aysian festive tradition of visiting one
anot her woul d continue to prevail and bolster friendship and goodw | I.

"According to Chinese tradition, this year is the year of the gol den
snake and hopefully it inproves the |ot of the people and brings progress
to the country in all fields," he said.

Li ng al so urged Mal aysians to strive hard to strengthen the country's
econom ¢ position

In his Chinese New Year nessage, People's Progressive Party president
Senat or Datuk M Kayveas urged Mal aysians to continue striving towards a
united and tol erant society.

"By being united and tolerant, | am convinced we can overcone al
trials and tribulations,"” he said in a statenent.

A nmenber of the National Unity Advisory Panel Datuk Lee Lam Thye, in
hi s nmessage, rem nded Mal aysi ans not to take racial harnony and unity for
grant ed.

"W have to ensure that the country's unity, painstakingly built and
carefully nurtured over the years is not threatened by any other quarters,"”



he sai d.

"The intermingling of the various races during festivities helps to
reinforce goodwi I I, unity and racial harnmony and it is this context that
hol ds this nation together and this is where the strength of our nation
lies," he added.
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