24 MAR 2001
Mahat hi r - Langkawi
PRESERVE NATURAL BEAUTY OF LANGKAW, SAYS MAHATH R

LANGKAW , March 24 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said all
devel opnent projects in Langkawi shoul d be undertaken w thout spoiling its
natural beauty so as to pronote the island as a tourismcity.

The governnment was confident that Langkawi woul d energe as a | eadi ng
tourist destination in the region, the prime mnister said in his nessage
in the souvenir progranme in conjunction with the declaration of Langkaw
as a tourismcity today.

The preservation of beautiful hills and beaches, the clean sea water
and uni que islands shoul d be given attenti on because these are the nmain
assets of Langkawi as a tourist attraction, he said.

"I amvery proud of this upgrading and | extend ny hearti est
congratul ations to the Langkawi Tourism City Muinicipal Council (MPL) on
t his.

"Langkawi has taken a step forward with the upgradi ng of the Langkaw
District Council to nunicipal council status," he said.

The Sultan of Kedah officiated at the cerenony to declare Langkawi a
tourismcity. The island's tourismcity status was gazetted on Dec 6 | ast
year.

Dr Mahat hir urged the people of Langkawi to hel p governnent agencies
preserve the island' s beauty.

In a simlar message, Housing and Local Governnment M nister Datuk Seri
Ong Ka Ting said the confernent of the new status synbolised the
governnent's recognition of MPL's ability in rendering good services and
bringi ng orderly devel opnent .
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