03/ 12/ 2001
Prescott to visit Ml aysia on Thursday

Kamar ul Yunus

BRI Tl SH Deputy Prinme M nister John Prescott will be in Malaysia for a
three-day visit starting Thursday to further strengthen the already
extrenmely good rel ati onshi p between Mal aysia and the UK

Newl y appoi nted British H gh Comi ssioner to Mal aysi a Bruce C eghorn
said Prescott is scheduled to neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Muhamad and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi on
Fri day.

"During the neetings, the British Deputy Prime Mnister is expected to
talk on the current world situation and maj or i ssues such as the US attack
i n Af ghani stan as well as the conclusion of the trade round of the Wirld
Trade Organisation in Doha," he told Business Tinmes and News Straits Tines
journalists.

Prescott is al so expected to neet Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envir onment
M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng to di scuss t he gl obal environnent issues.

"The neeting is tinely as the Wrld Sunmt on Sustai nabl e Envi r onnent
will be held in Johannesburg next year," C eghorn said.

He said the British Deputy Prime Mnister will al so discuss on ways to
i mprove bilateral relations between the two coutries, in every sectors,

i ncl udi ng soci al and economi cs.

He said bilateral trade rel ati ons between the UK and Mal aysi a i s hol di ng
up well despite the recent gl obal recession

"The two way trade has been on the increase despite the recession, with
the trade bal ance in favour of Ml aysia," he said.

Cl eghorn said Malaysia's exports to the UK stood at RMB.8 billion in the
first nine nonths of this year, while UK exported some RMA. 4 billion worth
of goods to Mal aysi a over the correspondi ng peri od.

"Fromthis figure, it shows that Mal aysia is consistently exceedi ng our
exports here and we would |li ke to see nore Mal aysi ans buying British
goods.

"W are not worried about the trade bal ance but it is nore inportant
that trade in both directions grow

This year, the British exports to Malaysia grewa little bit, while
i mports fromMal aysia has fallen but the balanceis still in Malaysia's
favour," he said.

Cl eghorn said trade between the two countries will pick up when the
wor | d economy i nproves next year.
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