06 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - Laws
PREVENTI VE LAWS MEANT TO PREVENT CHAGCS, SAYS PM

LUMUT, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
said today that preventive laws like the Internal Security Act (ISA) are
meant to prevent trouble and chaos that nmay retard the country's rapid
devel opnent.

He said that the | SA was an exanpl e of such preventive |laws, to prevent
an undesirabl e situation fromhappening as a result of crimnal actions to
be commtted |like street denonstrations and "reformasi” activities.

Besi des | aws to punish of fenders, he said, Mal aysia al so has preventive
| aws neant to safeguard the nation's security frombeing threatened by
i rresponsi bl e el ement s.

"Sone foreigners say that such preventive |laws are unjust as an of fence
has not yet been committed, but if we were to wait until it is conmtted,
not only will the people beconme victins, the problemnmay no | onger be able
to be curbed," he said at a gathering of officers and staff of the Royal
Mal aysi an Navy (RWN) base here.

Dr Mahathir said that before anything untoward happens, the natter had
to be dealt with and as such suspects were arrested to prevent themfrom
carrying out their crimnal activities.

"Many ot her devel opi ng countries cannot afford to carry out credible
devel opnent because their people resort to riots and rebellion...large suns
of nmoney whi ch shoul d have been used for devel opnent are utilised for
security in the country," he said.

The prime nminister said that prevention was essential because to
preserve peace and security, riots had to be prevented because if actions
were taken after such incidents had occurred, they may not be effective.

"The | SA has to be used against those intending to create chaos and
resort to violence in the country. The governnent has the evi dence before
taking action. Do we have to wait until peace is |ost before we take action
to curb (such actions)," he said.

He said that recently certain quarters who received mlitary training
abroad had returned to Malaysia to topple the governnent and it had to take
early action to prevent problens.

"That is why our country is peaceful...in the absence of such | aws, our
country will not be peaceful. Some outsiders say that our country is not
denocrati c because action is taken against certain people without tria
under such | aws.

"Even in Pal estine there are preventive laws...to prevent attacks by
Pal estini ans, |srael does not arrest the Pal estinians but instead |aunch
rocket attacks on peopl e suspected of planning to attack them..even before
these people commit any crinmes or attacks," he said.

The prime minister said that in Mal aysia, under the preventive | aws,
suspects were detai ned and they were allowed to neet their famly nenbers
besi des bei ng provided sufficient food to eat.

"But Israel kills people they suspect to be planning to | aunch attacks
against themand this is sanctioned by the nbost powerful governnent in the
worl d," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that Ml aysi ans shoul d realise the i nportance of these
preventive |laws as these were the | aws which contribute to the nation's
peace and security.

"If not for these laws, we will not be able to have a confortable life
and enjoy the existing facilities.



"At present, there are nany attenpts to recol oni se us even though not
inthe mlitary aspect. They want to inpoverish us through econonic
pressure...we should be prepared to face these threats,” he said.
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