01 AUG 2001
Abdul | ah- Bush
PRI ME M NI STER HAS NEVER SOUGHT FOR MEETI NG W TH BUSH

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
never indicated his desire to neet with Presiden George W Bush, said
Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi .

He said the Prime Mnister had al so never sought for a neeting with the
President of the United States.

Abdul | ah was asked to conment on the report by the nagazi ne, Far
Eastern Econom c Review, which said that US officials would only give
pernmission for Dr Mahathir to nmeet with Bush if several conditions were
net .

The conditions included giving perm ssion to Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
to undergo nedical treatnent abroad and freeing six | eaders of Parti
Keadi | an Nasi onal (Keadilan) who were being held under the Internal
Security Act (ISA).

According to the report, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar
had held a neeting with the US Secretary of State Colin Powell to discuss
the neeting between the two | eaders.

Abdul | ah expl ained that Syed Hanid's trip to the United States was for
ot her purposes and not to discuss the neeting.

He criticised certain groups in the United States who were al ways
| ooki ng for excuses to hit at the Ml aysi an governnment by presumi ng that
t he opposition were not given the freedom of expression or were not getting
votes and support in the general el ection.

"Don't they know that in Ml aysia the opposition also win in the
general election and formthe (state) governnments? They pass comments as
t hough they do not know what is happening in our country," he added.
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