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PRI VATE SECTOR ASKED TO STEP UP R&D

KUALA LUVPUR, April 12 (Bernama) -- The invol venent of the private
sector and the governnment in research and devel opnment is still at a | ow
| evel, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sai d t oday.

"As a country stepping into the devel opment era, all parties should
give priority to research and devel opnment to i nprove the quality of |oca
products,” the prine mnister said.

He said, however, that the governnment had inpl enented vari ous
initiatives towards this end through programes under the intensification
of research in priority areas, the creation of the National Science
Devel opnent and Research Council, streaming of R&D agenci es and
institutions and devel opment and pronotion of R&D ampbng the private sector,
research institutions and the universities.

"Besi des these, the governnent, through several ministries and
agenci es, has provided various programes, incentives and financi al
assi stance to encourage R&D activities and upgrade nanpower skills," he
said at the launch of the latest material for tooth filling, silverfil, by
Duni a Perwira Sdn Bhd at the Ml aysi a Technol ogy Park, here.

He said the governnent had al so provided venture capital facilities to
create a conducive environnment for increasing R& activities through the
Mal aysi a Technol ogy Devel opnment Corporation, a joint-venture conpany
bet ween the governnent and the private sector to enhance the
commerci alisation of research findings.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir also stressed the inportance of the role of
research institutions and universities in stepping up narket-oriented
research that could be commrercialised.

He said know edge in technol ogy without efficiency in running a
busi ness woul d not nmake a success of one's invol verrent in business.

"The vision to nake Mal aysi a a devel oped industrial nation will not be
achieved if we not have sufficient workforce," he said.

He said the need to have abundant technical, experienced and skilled
wor kers was becomng critical with the rapid econoni c devel opnment in the
new m |l enniumand the age of globalisation where Mal aysia had to conpete
with other countries in an increasingly conpetitive world.

"(Mal aysi an) entrepreneurs must realise that the world is our market
now," he said, adding that they had to be nore sensitive to changes in the
wor | d economi ¢ system by | ooki ng for markets outside.
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