14/ 08/ 2001
Private sector steps up presence in Smart Partnershi p D al ogue

Dzul karnain Taib

MALAYSI A" Scontri butionsinthe Smart Partnershi p I nternational D al ogue
series has stinulated the private sector's interest as reflected by the
greater nunber of participants in the d obal 2001 in Uganda from18th to
21st August.

The coordinator of M ght-CPTM Smart Part nershi p Hub whi ch co-organi ses
the yearly event with the Ugandan government, Tan Sri Dr Omar Abdul Rahman
sai d nore Mal aysi an private sector participation can be expected this year
conpared to the year before.

"We expect a |l arger nunber of private sector participation this year.
Apart fromthe regul ars such as Tel ekom Petronas and Sout hern Bank, we
see a greater interest shown by various sectors such as the nedia, banking
and financial, infrastrucure, education, information comunication
t echnol ogy and hi-tech sector, and | ogistics and trade," he said.

The SMART Partnershi p D al ogue i ncl udes the Langkawi | nternational
Di al ogue (LID) and the South African International Dial ogue (SAI D) and
both of the events will be nmerged as the GLOBAL2001 SAI DY LI D Di al ogue this
year.

The 4-day international event is expected to be attended by bet ween 350
to 400 participants fromthe African region, the Carri bean and Mal aysi a,
conprising 14 Heads of State and 4 Heads of Governnent.

Prime M nister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad who is currently on a
private visit to Europe before naking an official visit to Yemen will
represent Mal aysia at the Dial ogue.

| ssues to be discussed at the Dialogue this year will centre on the
t hene, "Enhancing the Cinate for Foreign Direct I nvestment (FDI) through
Smart Partnership".

"Africais still grappling with the issue of attracting foreign direct
i nvestments. They see FDIs as the neans of pronpting econom c activities
and growt h and they are keen to know t he Mal aysi an experience in this
particul ar area,” Omar said.

"The President of Uganda called the LID and SAID as an idea factory with
vari ous perspectives. He sees a lot of value in the smart partnership
approach of doing things," he added.

On the benefits of smart partnership Orar cited Dr Mahat hir's phil osophy
inthat the Dialogue is a forumto hel p other countries in the context of
Prosper Thy Nei ghbour frameworKk.

"W want to share our experience in devel opnment with other devel opi ng
countries since they canrelate better to our experience conpared to the
devel oped countries'," QOmar said.

The Prime Mnister is expected to have a busy progranme starting with
co-chairing a di al ogue session entitled "Mbilisation of Financial & Hurman
Resour ces" with Ugandan Presi dent Yoweri Kaguta Miseveni on August 20t h.
He is al so schedul ed to attend the signing cerenony of the Smart News
Network I nternational (SNNI') with other Heads of State and Governnent.

Omar said the launch of SNNI is the outcone of the last SAID forumin
Moput 0, Mozanbi que and the LID Il ast year. SNNI is an i ndependent news
reporting and nedi a networ ki ng ai ned at providing i ndependent news from
participating countries.

Initially eight countries will participate inthe news network including
Mal aysia. Three local print nedia - the News Straits Tinmes Goup, the Star
and Kunpul an Utusan will take part in network with Berita Nasi onal



Mal aysi a ( BERNAMA) managi ng the website.
News fromparticpating countries can be surfed at www. snni. org.
( END)
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