30 MAY 2001

I ndon- Denonstrati on

PRO- ABDURRAHVAN SUPPORTERS DEMONSTRATE AS PARLI AMENT VOTES FOR
| MPEACHVENT

By: Openg Onn

JAKARTA, May 30 (Bernama) -- Thousands of fanatical pro-President
Abdurrahman Wahi d supporters, nostly from East Java, staged a denpnstration
at the parliament building in the heart of the city today as the house
decides to i npeach himin the People's Consultative Council (MR)

The denonstrators gathered outside the presidential palace earlier in
the norning before marching to the parlianment conplex, causing traffic jams
at Jal an Husni Thanrin and Jal an Sudirman, the city's nain thoroughfares.

They gat hered around the entrance and tried to force their way into the
spraw i ng compound of the building just a few hundred netres away fromthe
Jakarta Convention Centre (JCC), venue of the G oup-15 Summit which is
attended by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad. Tight police and
mlitary bl ockades managed to keep them at bay.

The sunmit was decl ared open by the enbattl ed Abdurrahman this norning
am dst tight security nmounted by at least 4,000 mlitary and police
per sonnel

Sone of the denpbnstrators were seen trying to scale the conpound's high
perineter fence but the razor-sharp barb wires enforced around the top had
made their effort futile.

When they arrived here during the |ast few days, police | aunched
t horough checks on train and bus passengers, confiscating sickl es,
mat chet es and spears brought by them

In East Java, Abdurrahman's political heartland, at |east one person
was killed today as police tried to di sperse thousands of denonstrators
conprising nenbers of the Nahdatul U ama (NU), the biggest Mislim
organi sation, stormng the streets in various towns of the densely
popul at ed provi nce.

They al so burnt down two churches, houses and buil di ngs bel onging to
rival Muslimorgani sati on Muhammuadi yah and Nati onal Mandate Party (PAN) |ed
by Ami en Rais, the MPR speaker who has engi neered the el ection of
Abdurrahman as | ndonesia's fourth president but who has now turned into his
ardent critic.

Pol i ce around the country have been put on full alert since Sunday and
have been ordered to take tough acti on agai nst troubl emakers with the order
of shooting on sight those who caused damage to public properties.
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