22 APR 2001
Mahat hi r- LTdL
PROMOTE VOLUNTEERI SM SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 22 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today the vol unteeri smcul ture shoul d be pronoted
because it brings many benefits to various parties.

"I hope this attitude will continue so that we can further devel op
activities like this," he said at a function here in appreciation of the
servi ces rendered by sponsors and volunteers in the Le Tour de Langkaw
2001 cycling race in February in which several foreign teans partici pated.

He thanked all Mal aysians involved in nmaking the international event a
success.

"Many have volunteered their energy and tinme to make this programe a
success. It woul d have been inpossible to pay a salary but because there
were people who were willing to help, we were able to run the event
successfully," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the LTdL had al so succeeded in introducing Malaysia to
the world with the mass nedi a coverage al so depicting the way of life of
the nultiracial Ml aysian society and the places of interest along the race
circuit.

"Not only was the race shown but also the scenery in Ml aysia which
indirectly attracted tourists to the country," he said.

Atotal of 990 officials and volunteers were involved in the race
organi sed by First Cartel (M Sdn Bhd and participated by 175 cyclists
representing 25 teans.

Dr Mahathir al so prai sed Mal aysi ans who he said were now nore
supportive of sports events held in the country.

"Wthout them surely the event will not be interesting...not be able
to boost the spirit of the participants,” he said.

He was al so proud that the LTdL, which was previously planned to be
staged i n Langkawi only had succeeded i n goi ng nati onw de.

At the function, the prine mnister also presented prizes to wi nners of
a TV quiz held in conjunction with the LTdL.

The qui z, which was held for the third year running, offered a Proton
Wra 1.5 car sponsored by Proton as the main prize as well as handphones,
bi cycl es and hanpers. It attracted 15,000 entries.

The lucky first-prize winner was Ati yansa @ Mardhi yyah Mohamad Sal | eh
of Kanpung Baru, here.
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