23 JUL 2001
Par | i anment - Mahat hi r
PROM SES OF REWARDS | N THE HEREAFTER DI FFI CULT TO CURB

KUALA LUMPUR, 23 Julai (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today that prom ses of rewards in the hereafter is a
formof corrup practice which is difficult to eradicate.

He said those who woo support by nmaking prom ses of "entering heaven"
are not only involved in a corrupt practice but were also telling a big
lie.

"To curb such formof corruption, only individual s and organi sati on can
put a stoptoit," he said inreply to a question fromDr Tan Seng G aw
( DAP- Kepong) at the Dewan Rakyat here today.

Dr Mahathir said if one feared conmtting sins, that awareness itself
was a good way to curb this corrupt practice

He added that no effort has been nmade thus far to curb such prom ses of
rewards in the hereafter and the practice was still w despread.

Tan asked the Prine Mnister as to how successful he had been in
curbi ng noney politics and the nost effective steps taken to root out the
pr obl em

Dr Mahathir said to eradicate noney offers was easier and | aws have
been i mpl enent ed and acti on has been taken.

But, unfortunately for enpty prom ses, he said steps that the
governnent can take was restrictive and has had very little inpact.

"As long as there are people who are not god fearing and continue to
garner support by enticing people to believe in rewards in the hereafter,
this corrupt practice will continue,"” he added.

The Prime Mnister added that in politics, support nmust be given to
those who are capabl e and can serve the country.

"But because those who are politically anbitious are not popul ar and do
not have the capability to becone party | eaders, they nake noney offers or
gifts or prom ses of rewards in the hereafter just to garner support,” he
added.

To an additional question from Tan who asked if the situation right now
wi th Renong Bhd, Mal aysia Airlines Bhd, |Indah Water Consortium and the
Bakun Hydroel ectric project had anything to do with noney politics or poor
managenent, Dr Mahathir said noney politics had nothing to do with them

"These are congl onerates who have many enpl oyees. |If the governnent
does not take an interest in what is happening, then those on the | osing
end will be the enpl oyees and not the "towkays".

"There are groups which are very influenced by western thinking.. if
there are weak conpanies, let themdie a natural death even if it causes a
| ot of social problens and puts people out of jobs," he said, adding that
t he governnment knew that these people got the idea fromthe West.

The Prinme Mnister said conpani es faced probl ens not because they were
i nefficient but al nost everybody encountered problenms during the recession

"I amsure if General Mdtors faced probl ens because of the depreciation
of the US dollar by alnpbst half, they too will face problens. Therefore
nobody can say that the situation (with some big conpani es) was due to
i nefficiency," he added.

Meanwhi | e, Mohd Apandi Haji Mihamad (PAS-Jeli) asked the Prine
M nister, who is also Umo President, as to why noney politics in Umo was
getting serious.

"In actual fact there are Umo | eaders who have | earnt from PAS to nake
prom ses of rewards in the hereafter and heaven to those who are not well



versed in religion. However, Umo nenbers hesitate to use religion,
therefore they use noney."

"As for PAS, it uses promi ses of "entering heaven" because nobody knows
if it is true or false ....as nobody has passed away and cone back to tel
the story,"” said Dr Mahathir, whose remark drew | aughter from government
supporters.

"When we |live to oppose those who are involved in this kind of corrupt
practice (prom ses of rewards in the hereafter), there will be those who
will be influenced and who will try this kind of practice,” he said.

However, the Prime Mnister said Umo nenbers no | onger used such form
of corrupt practice but offered noney instead.

"If thisis it, people will say if there is dirt around us, we will all
becone dirty," he said.

In reply to a question from Raj a Dat uk Ahnad Zai nuddi n Raj a Orar
(BN-Larut), the Prime Mnister said the only way to weed out this form of
corrupt practice was to inculcate strong religious belief and education

He said strong faith can only cone fromthose who have religi ous
backgr ound.

"But there are political parties which influence teachers agai nst
conducting religious classes for children but instead teach themto draw a
circle and paint it (circle) green," he added.
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