29/ 12/ 2001

Pronmot e nusi c i ndustry, says Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The local nusic industry should be devel oped to nake
it world class, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad sai d today.

There were many aspects of the industry which could be aggressively
pronoted with the cl ose co-operation of all those involved init.

"Music, in terms of manufacturing, the wholesale and retail trade,
education and entertai nnment, is big business worldw de and Mal aysia is yet
to gain a significant foothold.

"There is still much to be done to develop the nusic industry in all its
facets in Ml aysia," he said.

The manufacture and distribution of nusical instruments, education,
event managenent and tal ent nmanagenent coul d be pronpted as the country
had the infrastructure

Speaki ng before decl ari ng open Exponuzi k 2001 at the Md Vall ey Mega
Mal | here this norning, he said the industry nmust also aimto nurture and
devel op l ocal talent to worl d-class standards.

"I nmust stress that even if we have the best concert halls in the world
and the best facilities for performng arts in the country, it is
meani ngl ess if we do not have or are not able to nurture our own Ml aysi an
talents of world-class standards to performin them

"As it is often said, genuine talent is sonething we cannot buy, we need
to search for it within ourselves,” Dr Mahathir said, adding that the
contribution of such talents was vital for the devel opnent of a viable and
sust ai nabl e entertai nment i ndustry.

Al so present was Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali who is the patron
of the Festival of Misic Kuala Lunpur 2001.

Exponuzi k 2001 i ncorporates the Festival of Misic which conprises a
series of performances and conpetitions culmnating in a varied three-day
progranmme starting today

Thened " Cel ebrati ng Musi c, Sound and Harnony" the nusical extravaganza
aims to bring the different facets of nusic to the public.

During the launch this nmorning, the Prime Mnister was serenaded with a
pi ano rendition of "Happy Birthday" and a nedl ey of songs by 85 pianists,
a presentation which was | ater endorsed by the Ml aysi a Book of Records as
the | argest participation in piano performance.

Dr Mahathir turned 76 on Dec 20.
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