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Prot on | aunches MPV " Juar a

Sar ban Singh; Zuraim Abdullah
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Proton will roll out several new nodels in the next
three years to add to the 11 already in its stable.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d he had seen the
desi gns of these nodels and described them as inpressive.

"They are worth waiting for,” Dr Mahathir told a Press conference after
| aunching Proton's first mni nulti-purpose vehicle, Juara.

Al so present were Proton chairman Tan Sri Mohd Hassan Marican and chi ef
executive officer Tengku Tan Sri Mhal eel Tengku Ariff.

Juara, Proton's 11th nodel since the national car manufacturer started
operations 16 years ago, is available inmmediately at slightly over
RMA9, 200 on t he road.

Tengku Mahal eel said Proton was committed to i ntroduce at | east one new
nmodel a year, but whether nore would be offered this year depended on its
ability to neet testing requirenents and quality standards.

"There are many nore comng out. As | have said earlier, every year we
will have at |east a new nodel

"There is a lot of work currently bei ng done on hi gh-performance and
ni che nodels as well as in refreshing the basic Proton nodels," he said.

The CEO pointed out that the | aunching of Proton Waja | ast year and the
Juara today was testinony of this.

Proton, with the help of its British sports car and engi neeri ng
subsidiary Lotus Goup plc, is working on a sports nodel and a small SUV
(sports utility vehicle).

There has been concern over the country's first national sports car
programre due to the delay of Lotus' flagship super sports car M50
devel opnent by anot her four years.

The M250 forms the basis of Proton's sports car tentatively naned Proton
Utinmate.

On Juara sales, Dr Mahathir, who was inpressed with the mni MPV s
design and features, said he expected 10,000 units to be sold annually.

For the remaining four nonths of this year, a sales volunme of 5,000 to
6, 000 i s expected.

The nodel is earmarked for export in two to three years.
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