26/ 08/ 2001

Protecting the i nnocent fromabuse and exploitation

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Every child has the right to grow up in a safe and
nurturing environnent, and rely on adults for protection and gui dance.

When adults harmand exploit children, it is the worst case of betrayal
of trust as a child should never be subjected to harm whether in the
honme, schools, streets or workpl ace.

According to the d obal Mvenent for Children, children all over the
wor |l d are being harmed every day and an estimated 250 million children
bet ween the ages of five and 14 are working in devel opi ng countri es.

Roughly 60 million children are exploited in the worst fornms of child
| abour and sonme 120 million work full-time, many for nine or nore hours a
day.

Al most 80 per cent of themearn no noney at all for their |abour.

The Movenent said none was able to attend school while another one
mllion were lured into the multi-billion dollar conmercial sex trade
every year.

The children are coerced, "bonded" by debt, sold or sinply kidnapped.

Child | abour and exploitation are not only the result of poverty, they
al so perpetuate poverty.

Wt hout education, nmany children find thensel ves w t hout better
opportunities later inlife.

Many, in turn, will look to their own children to hel p suppl enent the
fam ly's incone and nmany nore children will suffer frominjuries or
contract diseases that will |eave them permanently unable to work.

The Movenent also calls for action nowto end dangerous child | abour and
exploitation, and prove ourselves worthy of the trust children place in
adul ts.

As part of the efforts towards ensuring that Malaysia is free fromchild
| abour, the National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent Mnistry will |aunch a
canmpaign called "Say Yes for Children" on Sept 1.

To be launched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, the
campaign will look at ways to create a conduci ve and enabl i ng environnent
for children to grow up, and is built on 10 inperative actions and
responsibilities.

These are:

* | eave no child out,

* put children first,
care for every child,
fight H V/ Al DS
stop harming and exploiting children,
listen to children,
educate every child,
protect children fromwar,
protect the earth for children, and
fight poverty and invest in children.

The canpaign is also part of the Mwvenent's broad-based efforts to
ensure greater action for children and to hold governnments accountable in
the run-up to and after the United Nations Special Session on Children, to
be held from Sept 19 to 21, in New York

The Movenent is a group of people and organi sati ons around the world
dedi cated to pronoting the rights of the child.

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opment M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
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Sul ai man sai d al though the problemof child | abour was not too serious in
Mal aysi a when conpared to sone countries, children, neverthel ess, needed
to be protected fromit.

"They are the country's future and for themto become good citizens, we
need to nurture themfromyoung."

She added that children al so needed to be protected fromall forns of
harm and expl oi tation, including sexual, as it was inportant to ensure
proper devel opnent for the young.

"The canpaign will look at the current |level of protection children
have, and how t hey can be further protected.

"To do this, we need to | ook at people's attitude and sensitivity
towards children, and also the legislation in place to protect them"
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