27/ 01/ 2001

PM Renai ni ng points raised by Sugiu still under study

SIK, Fri. - The Government is still studying the inplications of the
remai ni ng poi nts rai sed by Chi nese Associ ati ons El ecti on Appeals Conmittee
(Suqgiu), Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d today.

I f deened neccessary, another round of discussion would be held with
| eaders of the Chinese associ ati ons.

"If the points could |ead to disharnony, then we will hold another round
of discussions (with then) so that such things are not raised," he said.

Al t hough the other points did not touch on the special position of the
Mal ays or the position of Islamas the official religion, a conprehensive
study was still necessary.

He said this inreply to a question froma Sik Umo nermber, Zul kifl
Abdul Kadir, who wanted to know t he status of the renaining points raised
by Sugiu following the commttee's decision to set aside seven of its 83-
poi nt s.

Dr Mahathir nmet Umo grassrootsl eaders fromSi k and Bali ng. Yesterday,
he met | eaders from Padang Terap and Pokok Sena.

Dr Mahathir said Suqiu | eaders had accepted the special position of the
Mal ays and the status of Islamas official religion of the country.

"They have adnitted they m sunderstood and pronised not to rai se such
matt ers again.

"I hope they will not raise thembefore future el ections,” he said.

Early this nonth, Sugiu, in a joint announcenment with Umo Youth, "put
asi de" seven of its 83-point election appeals in view of "the prevailing
ethni c tension."

Both parties agreed that the action was also "in view of the special
rights, position, privileges of the Malays and the natives of any of the
State of Sabah and Sarawak as enshrined in Article 153 and ot her such
rel evant Articles of the Federal Constitution not be questioned.”

(END)
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