17 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r - M suar
PM KL YET TO DECI DE WHEN TO DEPORT NUR M SUARI TO THE PHI LI PPl NES

PUTRAJAYA, Dec 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
t oday Mal aysi a has yet to deci de when to deport the forner governor of the
Aut onomous Regi on for MiuslimM ndanao, Nur M suari, to the Philippines.

"We have yet to decide the date,” the prine mnister told reporters at
hi s open house on the second day of Aidilfitri at Seri Perdana, here.

Dr Mahathir was asked to comment on a statenent made earlier by
Phi | i ppi ne anbassador to Mal aysia Jose S.Brillantes at the sanme function
that M suari mght be deported to the Philippines before Dec 24, 2001, "if
we go by Malaysia's immgration | aws".

Under the immgration |laws, Msuari, who was detained along with six
ot hers on Pul au Janpi ras, Sabah, on Nov 24 for entering Malaysia illegally
fromJolo in the southern Philippines, can be held for up to 30 days and
the period expires on Dec 24.

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia would send Msuari to a third
country if the Philippine governnent does not take hi mback.

M suari fled to Mal aysia after being accused of heading an arned
rebel i on agai nst Manila and declaring war on the Philippine governnent.

Asked today if Manila had officially informed Kual a Lunpur on when the
Phi | i ppi ne authorities planned to take M suari back, Dr Mahathir said:
"We'll wait and discuss (with Manila)."

Meanwhil e, Brillantes told reporters that within the next nine days,
"there will be something noving" on the issue.

"The date (for Msuari's deportation) is better kept confidential for
security reasons," he said.

Brillantes indicated that it would be up to the Philippine and
Mal aysi an police to decide on the deportation date.

He said the police fromthe two countries were trying to finalise the
arrangenents for the deportation

Brillantes said the Philippine government had stated "quite
categorically that they are preparing for the eventual deportation or
turnover" of M suari.

"The bottomline is that the Philippines is preparing for his return
The Mal aysi an authorities are prepared to send hi mback,"” he said.

He said the Mal aysi an police had indicated that they were wi ndi ng up
the interrogation on Msuari.

He sai d the highest authorities fromboth countries had spoken on the
issue and "there is no indication the event can be any different than what
t hey have stated".

Last week, Philippine President G oria Macapagal Aryoyo said Manila
woul d send the Presidential Advisor on Special Concern, Norberto Gonzal ez,
to Mal aysia to discuss the matter with the governnent.

On the charges against Msuari, Brillantes said it was up to the | aw
enforcenment and judicial body of the Phili ppines.

"Let this issue take its course," he added.
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