10 MAY 2001
Tal ks
P' PI NES EYES KL, JAKARTA TO HOST PEACE TALKS

MANI LA, May 10 (Bernamm) -- The Philippines is eyeing either Ml aysia
or Indonesia to host its peace talks with Moro rebels next nmonth, a senior
ai de of President Goria Arroyo said today.

Presidential Assistant for M ndanao Jesus Dureza said the two Asean
nei ghbours had offered to host the talks in their desire to help the
Phi | i ppi nes attain enduring peace in the south.

"This nmeans that our neighbours are with us in pursuing peace in
M ndanao, " he said.

Dureza, a fornmer journalist, heads the governnment panel that wll
negoti ate peace with the separatist Mo Islamc Liberation Front (MLF).
The official said the offers of Ml aysia and | ndonesia sent "very
positive messages" abroad since the two nations are nenbers of the

influential Organisation of |slanic Conference.

He said the of fers nade by Kual a Lunpur and Jakarta shoul d not be
interpreted as intervention in the internal affairs of the Philippines.

"These are offers of partnership and assi stance," he said.

But, he said, the Manila governnent and the MLF had yet to agree on
t he venue of the talks.

Mani | a had earlier chosen Kuala Lunmpur as the venue of the coning tal ks
after it successfully hosted | ast March a secret neeting of Manila and M LF
panel s that yiel ded positive results.

The Kual a Lunmpur neeting, held under the auspices of Ml aysian Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, resulted in the signing of a
"framewor k agreenent” by both sides.

I ndonesi a nade the offer on the request of MLF chairmn Hashim
Sal amat, a classmate of | ndonesi an President Abdurrahman Wahid at the
Uni versity of Cairo in Egypt.

- - BERNAMA

ALJ AZZ YBY



	P'PINES EYES KL, JAKARTA TO HOST PEACE TALKS (Bernama c10/05/2001)

