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PM We will deal with citizens suspected of terrorism

Sar ban Singh; Sharanjit Singh

KUCHI NG Mon. - Malaysia will not hand over its citizens involved in
terrorist activities at hone to the United States as the country had its
own |aws to deal with them Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today.

However, the Prinme Mnister said foreigners who conmtted crines abroad
but arrested in Ml aysia would be extradited to the country where the
of fence was conmmi tt ed.

This, he said, would be done upon request by the country concer ned.

Dr Mahathir said he was saddened by the US nove to brand Ml aysia as
one of the countries which harboured terrorists, adding that he did not
under st and what they actually neant.

"We do have Mal aysian citizens who have shown that they want to use arms
and other neans to topple the governnent but they are Ml aysi ans and we
don't hand over Mal aysians to ot her people.

"W will deal with themas we have sufficient laws to do so."

He said this at a Press conference after neeting Barisan Nasiona
conmponent parties in Sarawak and communtiy | eaders at the Merdeka Pal ace
Hot el here.

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comrent on an AFP news report that
Mal aysi a was anong ni ne Arabi ¢ and Miuslimcountries being asked by the US
to hand over several hundred peopl e suspected of having terrorist |inks.

He said if there were foreigners who came to Mal aysia and carried out
any terrorist activities, they would be arrested and tried under Ml aysi an
| aws.

Asked whet her he saw the nove by the US asking Mal aysia to hand over the
terrorists as a threat, Dr Mahathir said:

"Well, it is not athreat to Malaysia but we feel rather disturbed that
we are being forced to take sides.”

El aborating that Ml aysia was against terrorismand that it would
support the USin its fight against terrorism the country was unwilling
to support a war agai nst people who may not be involved in terrorism

"W cannot support something that will put innocent people at risk. But
we will give themall the information that we have about terrorismif
requested and we will support any action against terrorists but it nust be
action against terrorists,” he said.

Asked whet her the governnent would use the Internal Security Act agai nst
terrorists, Dr Mahathir said this had al ready been done.

He said these include Mal aysian citizens found to be involved or were
pl anning to toppl e the governnent using arns and t hose suspected of having
expl oded bonbs and killing at | east one person.

Asked whet her Mal aysia woul d | odge an official conplaint to the US on
the matter, Dr Mahathir said he has no plans to do so.

Speaking in Sibu earlier, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d only hand over
suspected terrorists to the Federal Bureau of Investigations if they have
conmtted a crine in the US

Asked if the FBI had made such a request, Dr Mahathir said he was
unawar e and only knew about the matter based on newspaper reports.

The Prime Mnister said this to reporters after a neet-the-people
sessi on at Kanpung Senop, Pul au Bruit, near here.

He said there had been conpl aints agai nst the Governnment previously
after it took preventive neasures to check on negative elenents in the
country.



"Last time they conpl ai ned and questi oned why we took action and
det ai ned people w thout bringing themto trial

"But now others are also taking sinilar action,” he added.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi ans shoul d appreci ate the peace
and harnony enjoyed by the various races with different cultures and
religions in the country.

He said unlike the situation in other places, the people in Mlaysia
could live and go about their business w thout fear

"Because of the terrorist acts in the US, Muslins around the world are
bei ng targeted and sone of themare afraid even to | eave their hones.

"They fear being attacked ... the attackers do not distinguish their
victims as even Si khs who wear turbans were killed after being n staken
for Muslins,"” he said, adding at sonme places even nosques had been
t or ched.

Dr Mahathir said all this happened because there was no racial tol erance
anong the people in such places.

"I pray this woul d not happen because nmany i nnocent people are going to
end up as victins.

"I'mglad we in Malaysia are still able to live in peace and harnmony
with all races practising great tol erance anong thensel ves," he said.

However, Dr Mahathir said there were was a small group of people who
were unhappy with the peace and stability in the country and wanted to
creat e chaos.

"But we have nmanaged to handl e the situation by arresting them

"When we did this we were condemmed for not giving freedomto our
peopl e.

"Today, those who condemmed us are thenselves forced to arrest and take
tough action agai nst people only suspected to be terrorists," he added.
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